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Today, when an air mail letter takes but several days

to span the distance from Hawaii to Great Britain, and when

instantaneous global communication is as accessible as the

nearest telephone, it is difficult to imagine a world in

which a journey from the mid-Pacific to Europe took almost

a third of a year. Just before the nineteenth century reached

its half-way mark, a British naval officer forcibly seized

the Hawaiian Islands in the name of Queen Victoria. Yet,

almost one month after the cession, representatives of the

Hawaiian monarch were just beginning their negotiations with

the Earl of Aberdeen for recognition by the English crown of

the independence of their small island country. These talks

in London continued for four months before they were dis­

turbed by reports from the Pacific of Lord George paulet's

action.
SGholAor

While, according to Hawaiian historYARalph S. Kuykendall,

Uthe episode had no very great permanent influence on the

history of Hawaii,,,1 it is worthy of some study because of

the intricate diplomatic negotiations which it necessitated.

Although very few residents of the Fiftieth State are even

aware of the fact that from February 25th through the end of

July, 1843 the islands were commanded by a British commis-

sian, this chapter is one of the most interesting in Hawaiian

history.

1R• S. Kuykendall, The Hawaiian Kingdom (Volume I),
(Honolulu, 1968), pg. 20e:-
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The background of this affair is of particular impor­

tance, since the seizure of possession was largely a result

of three factors: (1) The impending threat of a take-over

by the French; (2) The irresponsible actions of Richard

Charlton, the British consul to Hawaii; and (3) The

growing importance of American citizens in the Hawaiian

monarchy.

1. The French Threat

In July of 1839, the Artemise, a French warship, anchored

in Honolulu harbor. Its commander, Captain Laplace, demanded

that the Hawaiian government declare the Catholic faith to be

free throughout the kingdom, and give the Catholics some land

upon which to build their church. Laplace further insisted

that the flag of France be accorded a twenty-one gun salute,

and that $20,000.00 be placed aboard the Artemise as a guar­

anty that any Frenchman visiting Hawaii would be fairly

treated.

Since the captain threatened immediate war if these con­

ditions were not fulfilled, the alarmed ministers promptly

signed the declaration and turned over the money. The king,

Kauikeaouli, was absent from Honolulu at the time, but he

returned to find Laplace further demanding that French wines

and brandies be admitted to the kingdom at an extremely low

rate of duty. These additional conditions came because La-
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place was delighted he had " • • • won so much from the

intimidated islanders and with so little difficulty.tt2

Kauikeaouli quickly agreed, and Laplace sailed with the

signed documents and the $20,000.00.

On November 5th, 1844, the British consul to the

Hawaiian Islands, Robert C. Wyllie, wrote the Foreign

Office:

Any profit that could arise to French subjects
from the very limited consumption of Brandies and
Wines that these Islands afford, is but a paltry
consideration compared with the vices that their
abuse endangers, the fines that sailors have to
pay under the disorders arising from that abuse,
the disease and desertion which it originates,
and the prejudicial influence it is found to ex­
ercise upon the success of all whaling vessels
not navigated on Temperance principles. 3

On August 24th., 1842, the French warship Embuscade,

commanded by Captain Mallet, arrived at Honolulu. The

captain reported that there had been violations of the La-

place treaty: namely, that Catholics were being unfairly

treated while Protestants received special favors. Kaui-

keaouli denied these charges, and informed the Frenchman

that the laws of his kingdom were impartial; on these

grounds the king said that the request for special consid-

eration for Catholics must be denied. Mallet departed with-

2Lilian Shrewsbury Misick, ~ Hawaiian Kingdom, (Hono­
lulU, 1934), pg. 189.

3Robert C. Wyllie to Foreign Office, November 5th., 1844,
Archives of Hawaii (Copied from Honolulu British Consulate
files).
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out pressing the matter.

In his report to the Admiralty of March 9th, 1843,

Lord Paulet wrote:

·l,

!Y0~O~S

The French Frigate L'Embuscade ••• ~d~demands

upon the Government of so harrassing lsicJ a
nature as not to allow the possibility of their
being complied with, and intimated on her leaving
that a French Squadron would be shortly on the
spot to enforce the above demands. A French
Merchant Vessel which arrived here from Tahiti
soon after my arrival, brought intelligence that
a French Squadron, consisting of two frigates and
two corvettes, and commanded by Admiral Du Petit

~Thours, were to sail from that port on the 15th
March for these Islands, and this ••• was the
moving cause which led to the cession of these
Islands. 4

It is indeed true that the Hawaiians were fearful of

a French seizure. Kuykendall points out that "Mallet's

arrival had been preceded by reports of the seizure of the

Marquesas Islands by the French, reports which occasioned

some uneasiness among the Hawaiian officials.,,5 Mallet was

placated by the assurance that a commission had been sent to

France to try to obtain a new, and hopefully more realistic,

treaty. Nevertheless, the French captain reiterated the

reports about the Marquesas before his departure, and the

Hawaii residents were placed further in doubt as to the

intentions of Paris. The sentiments William Hooper, the

4Lord George Paulet to The Admiralty, March 9th, 1843,
British Public Records Office, Adm. 1/5531, Cap. P. 163.

5Kuykendall, ~ cit., p. 210.
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acting U. S. Agent in Honolulu, expressed in his letter to

Secretary of State Webster, were typical. Hooper stated that

France was watching Hawaii, and "ere long, under some pre­

text, [would] take possession • • • • .. 6

Shortly after Mallet's departure, a nervous Hawaii

learned that the French had established a protector••in

Tahi ti. This further alarmed the islanders.

It is interesting at this point to refer to the biogra-

phy of Dr. Gerrit Judd, written by Gerrit Judd IV. In this

book the following historical interpretation is presented;

it is rather apparent that the author is somewhat "off-base:"

fPaulet and his associates] spoke openly of rumors
that France was preparing to seize the islands, as
she had just seized the Marquesas and Tahiti, and
they defended the cession [to Great Britain) as a
shrewd maneuver to forestall French agression.
Some members of the mission ••• accepted Paulet's
explanation at its face value, and added that if
the Islands could not remain independent it were
far better to be ruled by Protestant England than
by Catholic France•••• most Americans, including
the JuddS, distrusted Paulet's motives and regarded
the Fre~ch threat as a pretext rather than a valid
reason.

While it will soon be obvious that the possibility of

a French take-over was not the sole motivation for Paulet's

action, it is incorrect to state that the threat was but

Ita pretext rather than a valid reason."

6William Hooper to Daniel Webster, October 10th, 1842,
United States Department of State, Consular Letters, Vol. I.

7Gerrit p. Judd IV, Dr. Judd: Hawaii's Friend, (Hono­
lulu, 1960), pp. 117-118.---
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2. Richard Charlton, Esq.

Encouraged by the remarkable success of Captain Laplace,

Richard Charlton, Hawaii's British Consular Agent, It

suddenly presented a claim to a large section of land ad­

joining the property granted to the representative of Great

Bri tain in Hawaii ••• u8 H. R. Hayes, in his book The ~u~ ~.'
--- H . ')/'~ ry

9 .. J;V. ,
Kingdom of Hawaii, calls CharI ton tta hysterical character" j"l' h 1,,1/ ,..a/~ !)

and continues:

Though an Englishman, Charlton behaved rather like
an American frontier bully. The Hawaiian Govern­
ment made a law which required every citizen to
work on the roads for a few days each year. When
the servants of some Britishers were drafted,
Charlton was furious and protested. The American
journalist, Jarves, who was at that time the editor
of the government pape~ The Polynesian, made an
unfavorable comment. Charlton and an English sea
captain rushed into Jarves's home and began to
horsewhip him. Other Americans had to intervene
to drive off the lawless Britishers.10

As a result of Charlton's claim and the complications

it presented, and in an effort to dilute the Laplace Treaty,

Kauikeaouli decided to send a commission to Great Britain,

" AA' 1';0:.­;.'./f; vv;

•

the United States, and France. The purpose of this mission

was to obtain recognition of the independence of the Hawaiian
•

Kingdom from these powerful mar' time nations. The mission

was also prompted by Sir George Simpson, the Governor of the

North American division of the HUdson's Bay Company. Sir

8M6siCk, ~~, pg. 190.

9H• R. Hayes, The Kingdom of Hawaii, (Greenwich, Conn.,
1964), pg. 87. ---

l°Hayes, 2.E..!. cit., pg. 87.
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George visited Hawaii while on a trip around the world, and

.. • • • evidenced a very friendly interest in the government

and people of these islands."ll He proposed that a commis­

sion be dispatched to secure the independence of the group

by the negotiation of treaties with Great Britain, the United

States, and France. Sir George agreed to himself act as a

special representative of the King of Hawaii, and it was

decided that William Richards and Timothy Haalilio would

meet him in London sometime between November of 1842 and

February of 1843. Richards, who was given full power of

attorney by the king, and Haalilio, a young native chief,

were to visit Washington on their way to Europe. They were

charged with the responsibility of securing formal recog-

nition of independence: "They were to endeavor to negotiate

formal treaties to replace the conventions which had been

exacted of the king by various naval officers, and to have

acceptable persons appointed to represent the great powers

in Hawaii. ,,12

The mention of "acceptable persons" is an obvious

reference to the hysterical Charlton. Although careful

precautions were undertaken to prevent the British Consul

from learning about the commission (Richards and Haalilio

set sail from Lahaina, Mau! on July 18th, 1842), Charlton

11Kuykendall, ~ cit., pg. 192.

12 9Kuykendall, ~ cit., pg. 1 2.
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found out and left in an endeavor to prevent its success.

Charlton departed from Honolulu on September 27th, 1842

to present" ••• a petition to Her Most Gracious Majesty

signed by Her Majesty's faithful and loyal subjects residing

in the town of Honolulu on the Island of woahoo •.,13 Prior

to his departure, however, he tI • • • wrote a letter, phrased

in rather undiplomatic language, informing Kamehameha III of

his intended departure and notifying the king that he had

appointed Alexander Simpson to act in his absence.,,14 The

letter concluded with this warning:

Your Majesty's government has more than once insulted
the British Flag but you must not suppose that it
will be passed over in silence; justice tho' tardy
will reach you; and it is you, not your advisers,
that will be punished.iS

The Hawaiian government did not yield to the intimidation,

and refused to recognize Simpson as the acting consul.

On his voyage to London, Charlton stopped in Mexico in

November where it is thought that he conferred with Rear

Admiral Richard Thomas, the commander of the British squadron

in the Pacific. Several weeks after Charlton's departure,
&

an English firm in Val par;so (acting through the Honolulu

office of the Hudson's Bay Company) sued him for about

$10,000.00 as a result of an 1833 transaction. "Charlton's

i3Richard Charlton to the Earl of Aberdeen, February 10th,
1843, British Public Records Office, F. O. 58/17.

14Kuykendall, ~ cit., pg. 211. Please note Kamehameha
III and Kauikeaouli are~ same person; the former title
was used in written documents, the latter was what the natives
verbally called their king.

15Richard Charlton to Tamehameha, September 26th, 1842,
Archives of Hawaii, F. o. and Ex.



...- 9 -'-'

wife in vain protested against the right of the Hawaiian

court to try such a case. An attachment was laid on Charl-

ton's property, to protect the plaintiff's interests, and

the case was tried before a foreign jury and a verdict ren­

dered against Charlton.,,16

Alexander Simpson, the unrecognized but nevertheless

Acting British Consul, shared Mrs. Charlton's anger. In

an effort to remedy the situation, he sent an extremely

biased letter to the British Consul at Tepic, Mexico. This

correspondence was transferred to Admiral Thomas, who decided

to send the Carysfort (commanded by Lord George Paulet) to

Hawaii to investigate.

In his report to the Admiralty, Paulet transmitted a

copy of his orders, signed by Thomas on board the Dublin at

San BIas, Mexico on January 17th, 1843. Paulet was "required

and directed" to " ••• put yourself in communication with

Her Majesty's Consul, for the purpose of affording him support

in case he should require the same, for the more effectual

performance of his duties in watching over and protecting the

interests of British SUbjects.,,17 Thomas, however, certainly

did not even remotely suggest that Paulet seize the Hawaiian

chain. He directed that the Carysfort leave Hawaii and

16Kuykendall, ~ cit., pg. 212.

17Rear Admiral Richard Thomas to Lord George Paulet,
January 17th, 1843, British Public Records Office, Adm.
1/5531, Cap. P. 163.
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proceed to Tahiti in the Society Islands to give Queen

Pomare British support in her efforts to remain independent

of the French, and to observe and report on the French

occupation. Thomas concluded the orders by instructing the
Go

Carysfort to return to Valpa~lso no later than May 31st,

1843.

On February 10th, 1843, Charlton wrote to the Earl of

Aberdeen at the Foreign Office and presented the petition ~~

in an effort to nullify the effects of Sir George Simpson's

commission. It is interesting to note the comment of Alex-

ander Simpson, George Robson, and Henry Skinner in the

cover letter they affixed to the petition:

~AS already noticed there are only two British resi­
dents in this town or neighborhood who have not
signed the petition. These two are the Agents of
the Hudson's Bay Company --- that grasping and
avaricious body, has cast its longing eyes on this
beautiful Archipelago, and by making large advances
of money to the native king and chiefs has endeav­
oured to obtain an influence and control over them.18

Simpson and his fellow Englishmen were most envious of the

Hudson's Bay Company, and the suit against Charlton brought

by the Company (albeit as the agent for a Mexican-based firm)

further infuriated them.

The net result of Charlton's petition and correspon-

dence with the Earl of Aberdeen was a reprimand for his

18Alexander Simpson et. ale to Richard Charlton,
September 25th, 1842, BritIsh Public Records Office, F. O.
58/17.
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leaving Oahu without first obtaining permission to do so

from the Foreign Office. He was also censured for not

ascertaining whether his self-appointed replacement, Alex­

ander Simpson, would be recognized by the Hawaiian govern-

mente

A pencil notation on Charlton's letter to Kamehameha,

written by R. C. Wyllie, states:

4 It is known that this very letter was the chief
cause why the Earl of Aberdeen deprived Mr. Charl­
ton of his commission and that his Lordship con­
sidered it so intemperate, improper, and i11-
jUdged, as he could only do great mischief, pro­
ducing in the minds of the King, and of his advisers,
whether Natives or Foreigners, a resentful feeling,
not only against Mr. Charlton, but against the
British Government and their (sicl subjects.

It is clear therefore that it is no part of the
policy of the Earl of Aberdeen to uphold insult,
whether offered to the King, or his native council­
ors [sic] or his foreign advisors, even though that
insult should come froW a person holding Her
Majesty's commission. 1

The Earl of Aberdeen clearly placed the blame for the

non-recognition of the acting consul on Charlton's head.

Paulet, however, after his arrival in Honolulu, rudely

refused to meet with the French and the United States

consuls in their official capacities because they did not

recognize Alexander Simpson.

20R. C. Wyllie notation on Richard Charlton to
Tamehameha, September 26th, 1842, Archives of Hawaii, F. O.
and Ex.
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3. The American in Hawaii

Closely linked with Charlton's unsuccessful voyage to

England was the burgeoning sphere of influence of American

citizens in Hawaii. The British, from about the time of

Captain George Vancouver's final visit to Hawaii is 1794

through the first quarter of the nineteenth century, were

the most influential foreigners on the islands. Hawaiians

often referred to themselves as rtkanaka no Beritane (men of

Britain,,,20 and Kamehameha II and his wife made a personal

visit to England were they both died (even though King George

IV had his personal physician attend to the ailing Polynesian

monarchs). Captain the Right Honorable Lord Byron returned

the bodies personally to Honolulu 1n splendid coffins. Byron's

instructions were to:

••• maintain a strict neutrality and to cultivate
a good understanding with the native authorities.
• • • Lord Byron was to assert the right of sover­
eignty over the Hawaiian Islands, to which Britain
at that moment held herself entitled, only in the
case of necessity, to forestall some other power,
and then only to the extent of establishing a
protectorate. 21

With Kamehameha II's death in late 1824, British domi­

nance began to slowly disintegrate. Without his personal

preference for the British, the American missionaries started

to take a strong foothold in the Hawaiian government. It is

20Kuykendal1, ~ cit., pg. 206.

21Kuykendall, ~ cit., pp. 80-81.
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also ironic to note that Charlton's own tactlessness

played quite a significant role in the erosion of British

influence.

In Charlton's letter of February 10th, 1843 to Aber-

deen, he warned:

The petitioners possess property at the Islands,
in houses and monies engaged in commerce, to the
amount of three hundred and fifty thousand dOllars,
and of which property they were daily liable to be
deprived by the arbitary and unjust decisions of
the native government, prompted by citizens of the
United States of America who hold prominent situ­
ations under the Sandwich Islands government, and
whose will is law. 22

Charlton, in the above passage,was undoubtedly expressing

his objection to the seizure of his personal property by

the Hawaiian court. More important, however, is the fact

that his views were typical of the British residents in

Hawaii, who were almost as fearful of a U. S. seizure as

they were of a French one. They believed that the U. S.

was attempting to obtain control from within the government,

while the French wanted to start a quarrel which would allow

them to take possession.

The petitioners were especially bitter with regard to

American missionaries, who came to Hawaii to further the

interests of Christ and who ended up furthering their own

selfish, personal goals. It does seem that the Americans

22Richard Charlton to the Earl of Aberdeen, February
10th, 1843, British Public Records Office, F. O. 58/17.
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exerted considerable control over the Hawaiian rulers, and

were actually capable of imprisioning the subjects of other

foreign countries without the benefit of a trial and on the

basis of trivial (and sometimes contrived) charges. An

example of American power is Dr. Gerrit JUdd, who held the

position of Official Translator for His Majesty and who

also was instrumental in the regulation of the Treasury.

Charlton's charges in his letter to Aberdeen of

February 11th, 1843 were not without some truth:

The British commerce has lately been increasing at
the Sandwich Islands, and if duly protected will
still continue to do so; this has aroused the
jealousy of the American Traders who have for many
years enjoyed nearly the whole trade; they there­
fore use every means in their power to annoy and
deprive British subjects of their just and legal
rights ••• should an American at any time be
indebted to an Englishman, the latter has no means
of recovering his demand, while on the contrary,
if an Englishman is indebted to an American and
does not pay immediately on payment being demanded,
he is thrust into prison and confined to irons. 23

The Americans had a very simple time in gaining such

absolute power. The Reverend Richard Armstrong is quoted

as saying that the native king and chiefs were" ••• not

competent to manage the complicated concerns of a commer-

cial community, whose national jealousy, cupidity, and

conflicting interests combine to entangle them on every

h d
,,24an •

23Richard Charlton to the Earl of Aberdeen, February
11th, 1843, British Public Records Office, F. O. 58/17 •

24Rev • Richard Armstrong as quoted by Sylvester Kirby
Stevens, American Expansion in Hawaii 1842-1898, (Harris­
burg, Pennsylvania, 1945).
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These three factors --- the threat of the French, the

growing importance of the Americans, and the irresponsible

actions of Richard Charlton --- were responsible for the

arrival of Paulet.

********************************************************
********************************************************
** **
** tiThe frigate Carysfort was descried from the town **
** **
** of Honolulu, on the afternoon of the 10th. **
** **
** February; she came down rapidly before a fine **
** **
** breeze, and at half-past five, P. M., cast **
** **
** anchor in the outer roads. tl25 **
** **
********************************************************
********************************************************

25Alexander Simpson, Esquire, The Sandwich Islands,
(London, 1843), pg. 74. Obtained in the Hawaii and Pacific
Archives at the University of Hawaii, Sinclair Library.
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Paulet's Landing and the Cession

Hawaii's strategic location in the Pacific Ocean made

her a natural victim for colonization by a major world power.

She was in an ideal location to accommodate naval warships

and commercial vessels with supplies; Great Britian, the

United States, France, and, to a lesser degree, Russia, each

possessed a genuine interest in the island chain.

John R. Musick, an American author writing i~1891,

observed that:

The Hawaiian Islands have been an object of con­
cern to Great Britain for years. They complete the
chain from her Australian to her British American
possessions, and in case of a war with the United
States or any other power would give her almost
complete possession of the Pacific. If Great
Britian owned the Islands, our fleets would be
able to find no more rest in the Pacific than ~gah's

dove sent forth over the waters of the deluge.

While Musick seems to have a flair for exaggeration and a

penchant for flowery metaphors, his point about the perfect

location of Hawaii is a valid one. Their mere possession

would not, in itself, give England complete control of the

Pacific basin; total control, however, was not possible at

that time without them.

England was painfully aware of this fact. During the

visit of Kamehameha II to London, Canning (then the Foreign

26JOhn R. Musick, Hawaii
York City, 1897), pg. 451.

Our New Possessions, (New
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secretary) cautioned him that both Russia and the United

States had their sights fixed on Hawaii. The king was also

told that Great Britain was little inclined to meddle with

his country's independence, but was also determined that no

other power would be allowed to secure exclusive advantages. 27

England maintained that it could claim the islands by: (1)

the right of discovery by Captain James Cook, a British naval

officer, who first sighted the chain on January 18th, 1778

while sailing north from the Society Islands; and (2) by

virtue of Kamehameha the Great's "cession" of the islands to

Captain Vancouver on February 25th, 1794. 28 Canning did

stress that his country did not desire to enforce its claim,

unless, of course, some other power attempted to secure con-

trol.

In retrospect, it seems somewhat dOUbtful that Canning's

fears were with their basis in fact. Russia's interest was

very ephemeral, and she certainly was not about to assume

the risks of taking control of such a distant speck of land.

27Sylvester Kirby Stevens, ~ cit., pg. 14-15. The
preceding one sentence.

28Concerning this supposed "cession," Kuykendall wrote:
"Nothing has ever come to light to show that the British
government accepted the cession, or even took any official
cognizance of it until many years later when its legal force
as a cession must long since have lapsed." Ralph S.
Kuykendall, ~ cit., pg. 42.
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The United States was fearful that some other power (viz.,

France or Great Britian) would assert control which would

be prejudicial to the interests of American merchants, but

also did not want the islands as a colony.

When Paulet landed in Honol ul u, he It • • • was unaware

that the British Foreign Office had recently instructed the

Admiralty to respect the political independence, laws, and

customs of native governments in the Pacific. tt29 Instead,

Paulet carried a letter from Admiral Thomas which said:

• • • ~t would appear that the Government [Of
Hawaii has, in the absence of Her Majesty's Con­
sUl, R chard Charlton, upon a frivolous pretext
attached the property of that Gentleman and ex­
pressed a determination to proceed to the sale
of it; Should you find such to be the case, you
will peremptorily demand of the Government, that
the property so injustly seized contrary to the
Law of Nations (under whose more especial pro­
tection Her Majesty's Consul is placed) shall be
forthwith restored and acquaint them that the
Government of Great Britain will hold that of the
Sandwich Islands responsible for the marked want
of respect, which has been shown to the Queen of
Great Britain in taking advantage of the absence
of Her Representative to sequester his property
and annoy his unprotected Family on the plea of
a transaction which does not even appear to have
transpired within the jurisdiction of those
Islands --- and which even if it had, not being
of a Criminal nature, the office he holds ought
to have exempted him from • • • 30

29Gerrit P. JUdd, ~ cit., pg. 114.

30Rear Admiral Richard Thomas to Lord George Paulet,
January 18th, 1843, British Public Records Office, Adm.
1/5531, Cap. P. 163.
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The Carysfort entered Honolulu harbor on Saturday,

February 11th, 1843. Following protocol and in the spirit

of "Aloha,1t the French and the American Consuls, three

prominent American residents (Messrs. John Dominis, C.

Brewer, and I. O. Carter), and the two local British agents

for Lloyds and the Hudson's Bay Company (Messrs. George

Pelley and G. T. Allan) called on board to pay their respects

to the ship's commander.

As William Paty, an American citizen who was the Harbor

Master at that time, wrote in his journal:

They all met with a very cool if not insulting
reception•••• Mr. Dudoit was the first on board
and introduced himself as the French Consul. Lord
Paulet soon after appeared on deck and without
offering his hand or any preface of apology in­
formed Mr. D that he could~ot receive him as
French Consul as he (DUdOi~ had not acknowledged
Mr. Simpson as English Consul. After this a long
conversation took place in which Mr. D informed
Lord P that he considered himself insulted and should
report the matter to the French Government. After
a great deal of sharp language, Mr. D took his leave
in high dudgen. Mr. Hooper's (American Consu~
reception was exactly similar to that of Mr. D. He,
however, disclaimed having insulted Mr. Simpson and
after a few passing observations came away with a
"fly in his ear. tt31

Hooper wrote Paulet the same day, enclosing a copy of

his letter of October 13th, 1842 to Alexander Simpson,

ttwhich your Lordship is pleased to consider as an insult

31William Paty's Journal, as contained in Third Harbor
Master's Records, Archives of Hawaii.
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to Mr. Simpson and Her Majesty the Queen. tl32 In his defense,

Hooper declared, tiThe undersigned does not deem it necessary

to enter into an argument with Lord Paulet to establish the

right which all Governments possess of receiving, or not

receiving, consuls (agents of their appointing) from foreign

powers. tr33 Hooper conclUded his letter by objecting to the

rude reception which was given to his fellow visitors to the

Carysfort that morning.

Paulet promptly replied:

/ hP6 ,hd/4Lt7M?fito:c;'cy p/c/et"

/t'f/c// f 'pce Ij'/~ki /iC/;{/ ,4J/£/M/t .'
,/L~//P{- f#/' II/~ ////1Il/t' "~I'///tM/~//t df;; l'iU" .
f~'JWIIIINLJII~ / 7/// //W/Ii// /t 4c'//~j/~t·
;#0'1/1/£// .. '

/hl:f if //; ;"'9//' ;/"I{ ./~:'-/ ~)/'1. .7.?r;/-«" 0 ../<7 //r {/ /1" . .'/;;<:/ "/1'1 c" ru/ e:~//"....

~tf/o 4--. I //';;1' .yi;~'l/ lii/'~:;~'-f~//Y/-/////~//I/;;(j1t/I/' /fj{/l,(/

32William Hooper to Lord George Paulet, February 11th,
1843, British Public Records Office, Adm. 1/5513, Cap. P.
163.
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J{;/ .i:kid;' I1IM
I /1/ ,jJ;y if~f/lL //;h/;//7.!/// //tz/

/ . / £ .I" / /

/;-//1;//; .;;/////tA?// A;·>//.~-7///,7/f'/dt'f/t/f &;1./;///////

ill/II/;I a/I/;f'////~/tj /jl'fc/4/1// ;///1/~;1//4;f~ .

IIj/tC il'k/lttfj //#~;:;{///j~..i4/,/.I~N//tJi'i'jr; ..

j/,/.!//"jiNd': IIK(/ Ie ,mydNt:{"!f' II~/t: IE,Utlll 4t-t
/):r//1"./ /!~Hm{;.i(i'';{ :11/~ f!<r;;tf) k'm~ ~ hhku
fl'l(' alliu4: ;:, Cn'/Il{ {flu IMeEt &;. Pdg! l//tlkl }NfI

>tntm£{lit!. rht'ld I'llfJf'('~ h;AY/,/6/,/m; ;i1;1''u

.f~II~#:4~i«; ////;jf~t ~I/Ypf/ ii/-ij ';/1/1/(
Ibrk//;/ "h'l,//.ltI:~ ff#·q;~//#/;I./ .J /fjt:'b//; .-f~

P/If}I//(:ll 117'/:/INC'//~##//;/~/l,/1/11/>/1:/1; /NtL

kt III /h It//f ·/ttr/N ://k /)f.;;t //d&{/ ,/I'Y

o-//tlii/f/(/(, ~0{':6-':~r
~~fV {5:r:'f ...:)

/A;N #/; /~7/~;7- '~;-~1'c

I~ J" ./~__

/.,#/;/rZ/ j;7;f#/i! 6~~; 34

34Lord George Paulet to William Hooper, February 11th,
1843, British Public Records Office, Adm. 1/5513, Cap. P.
163.
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Alexander Simpson, however, indicated what must be

viewed as the real reason for Paulet's rudeness: Paulet

" • • • was glad to see them as individuals, and should, as

SUCh, return their visits, (which he did,) but, that while

the Representative of his own country was unrecognized, he

could not enter into official intercourse with, or show

official courtesies to them. tt35

Paty said that the reception accorded Dr. Judd Itwas

if possible still more cool than that of Dudoit & Hooper. tt36

As Simpson indicated in his book, n ••• the king not being

on the spot, [JUd~ could, properly, have no authority to

enter upon any discussion. tt37 This action should certainly

have been anticipated by Judd. The British, as he well knew,

were blindly jealous of the American influence over the

government of Hawaii, and were not about to negotiate their

demands with an American citizen, even if an official repre-

sentative of the native government.

Upon his arrival, Paulet wrote to Kekouanaoa, the Gov-

ernor of the island of Oahu, to request a personal interview

with the king as soon as it could be arranged. He also made

his position with regard to Dr. Judd qUite clear in his letter

to Kamehameha III, written six days later:

35Alexander Simpson, Esquire, The Sandwich Islands,
(London, 1843), pg. 75. ---

36william Paty, ~ cit., February 11th, 1843.

37Alexander Simpson, ~ Sandwich Islands, pg. 75.
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1 shall have no communication whatsoever with Dr.
G. P. Judd, who it has been satisfactorily proved
to me has been the prime mover in the unlawful
proceedings of your government against British
sUbjects. 38

One might wonder, at this point, exactly how Paulet was

"satisfactorily" convinced that Dr. Judd was indeed the worst

villain in the kingdom. Granted, Pau1et was suspicious of

all Americans as the obvious result of his orders from Adm.

Thomas. It is also significant to observe that the first

person to go on board the Carysfort upon its arrival was

Alexander Simpson. This caused Laura Fish Judd to write:

"It was now time for the surly mastiff left as deputy to

avenge himself upon the king and defenseless government who
39had refused to acknowledge him." Paty wrote: ft ••• from

what I can learn ••• I believe [PaUletj to be a poor weak

man and wholly gUided by Simpson who is making a mere tool

of him •.,40

Simpson, in his book, denied these charges as "a tissue

of falsehoods." He claimed tha t he was on board the Carysfort

for only one hour, inclUding a call which he made on the

officers in the Gun Room, and that he did not beguile or

mislead paulet. 41

This denial is undoubtedly incorrect in its absolute-

ness, since Paulet was certainly affected by the reports which

38Lord George Paulet to Kamehameha III, February 17th,
1843, Archives of Hawaii, F. O. and Ex., British Commission
Documents.

39Laura Fish JUdd, Honolulu: Sketches of Life, (Hono­
lulu, 1928), pg. 93.

40Paty, ~ cit., February 14th, 1843.

41simpson, ~ Sandwich Islands, pg. 74.
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were given him by his fellow countryman. Paulet was also

pathetically ignorant of Hawaiian affairs, so he therefore

received a tainted version of all that had transpired prior

to his arrival. Paulet, however, was an aristocrat, "with

an arrogant sense of his own importance.,,42 He was not apt

to accept overt orders from Simpson, so the latter's in­

fluence must be considered to be confined to the less-than-

objective reports he gave the commander.

On Monday, February 13th, 1843, Paty wrote:

Hurra! Hurra! Hurrat for the Stars and Stripes!
hurral for our gallant navy. hurra for our
glorious country. Oh ye Yankees who live at home
••• how little can you imagine the stirring thrill
of joy and pride that agitates the bosom of your
countryman who roaming far away in foreign lands,
and in the midst of trouble, difficulty, and danger,
hears the cry of Sail O. and the next moment sees
the Stars and Stripes floating over the brave hearts
and powerful batteries of an American Ship of War.
There may be readers who will smile in derision at
this, but I feel assured that they will not be among
the number of Americans who were resident in Hono­
lulu in 1843. I believe this to be but a faint
expression of the feelings of every truly American
heart in this place when the U. S. Sloop of War
Boston was first seen rounding Diamond Head this
day at about 2 O.C. P.M. The Boston, Commander
Long, came to anchor at about 5 O.C. P.M. She is
from Canton via Tahiti. 43

The Americans viewed the arrival of the Boston as a pana-

cea, and expected Commander JO'. C. Long to solve the problem

posed by the Carysfort. Naturally, the American naval officer

had no authority whatsoever to intervene. He was certainly

• 42Hayes , ~ cit., pg. 89 •

43Paty , it F b~~, e ruary 13th, 1843.
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no~ abou~ to provoke an a~tack from a British man of war.

All ~hat Long could do was to offer his ship as an asylum

for foreign citizens and their property should the demands

not be met and the Englishmen attack the city. This ra~her

self-evident fac~ (perhaps, however, only self-eviden~ in

retrospect) seems to have evaded Alexander Simpson:

On the 13th the American corvette Boston arrived.
This, for a while, gave renewed confidence to the
American advisers of the native government. Her
captain had, undoubtedly, very strong represen­
tations made to him; but he declined the slight­
est interference in the matters pending; and, al­
though his officers, one and all, entered warmly
into the prejudices of their countrymen, he showed
a most commendable neutrality, and carried out the
most frank and friendly intercourse with Lord George
Paulet. Indeed, that nobleman's urbanity, and
amiable, yet dignified manner, see~~d to have quite
enchanted his republican neighbor.

It is miraculously ironic that Simpson should have criti-

cized the American officers for believing the nprejudies of

their countrymen."

The official correspondence relating to the cession

follows; it is reproduced from a copy transmitted by Paulet

to the Admiralty, and now a part of the records of the British

Public Records Office (Adm. 1/5513, Cap. P. 163):

44Alexander Simpson, The Sandwich Islands, pg. 76.
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OFFICIAL CORRESPONDENCE,
RELATING TO

J
THE LATE

PROVISIONAL CESSION
OF THE

SANDWICH ISLANDS.

~
."

Her Britannic :'Ifajesty's Ship Carysfort, 1
\Voahoo, 11th ofreu. 1843. 5

Sm,-Having arrived at this port in her
Britannic Majesty's Ship Carysfort under my
command for the purpose of affording pro­
tection to Briti~h loubjects, as likewise to
support the position of Her Britannic M!ljes­
ty's representative here, who has received
repeated insults from the Govemment Au­
thorities of these Islands, respecting which
it is my intention to communicate only with
the King in pel'son, .

I require to have immccliate information
by return of the officer conveying this des­
patch, whether or not the King (in conse- I
quence of my arrival) has been notified that
his presence will be l:Cquired here, and the
earliest day on which he may be expected,
as otherwise I shill! be compelled to proceed
to his residence in the ship under my com­
~.and for the purpose of commanieating with
hIm.'

I have the honor to be, Sir, your most
obedient humble servant.

, GEO. PAULET, Captain.
To Kclmllnaoll., Governor of\Voahoo, &c" &e.

'.'

Honolulu. Oahu, Feb. 11,1843.
. Sal~tations to yOIl Lord George Paulet,
Captam of H. B. M. Ship Carysfort;-I
have received your letter by the hand orthe
officer, and with respect inform you that we
have not. as yet sent for the King, as we
~vere not mformed of the business, hut hav­
Ing learned from your communication that
you wish him scnt for, I will search for a
vessel and send. He is at 'Wailuku, on the
East side of l\Iaui. In case the wind is fa·
l:orable, he may be expected in six days.

Yours, with respect,
(Signed,) M. KEKUANAOA.

Translated by G. P. JUPIJ, Recorder and TNZII••
lator JQr (JotJcrnlncn t.

:J. H. B.:1f ShipCarysfnrt. Honolulu ~
~ ,-'. lJu,uor. February 16, 18·J3. 5
SIR,-I hnve the honor to nCfluaint your

IVlajpsty of the nrrival in this port of H. B.
M. Shij) under my command, and according
to my Instructions, I am d"sired to, d~mand
a private Inten,jew with you, to which I
shall proceed with a prope~ anel competent
Interpreter.

I tllerefore request to be informed at what
hour tomorrow it will be convenient jor FlU]'

Majc'}!:y to grant me that Interview. •
I have the honor to remain your l\Iajesty 's

mos( olledient and humble servant,
GEORGE P AULET, Captain.

To His Majesty Kamchamcha Ill.

Honolulu, February 17, 1843.
S;.:lutalions to yOll Lunl George Pall let ,

Captain of Her lJritanllic l\Iajc~ty's Ship
Carysfort. .:.n .

Sm,-We h\ive receIved your comUjunl­
cation of yesterday's date, and must decline
haviug nny private interview. particularly
under the circumstances which yOll propose . .­
"Ve ~hall be ready to receive any wrlttcn
communication from VOli to monow and will'
give it due considera"tion. '

In case you have business of a pri"atc
nature; we will appoint Dr. Judd our cOlin·
dential agent to confer with vou, who bein'r
a person of integr~ty and fidelity to our gov':
ernment, and perfectly acquainted with all
our n.ffairs, will recch'C rour communica­
tions, give you all tile information you re­
quire (in confidence) and report the same
to us, 'Vith respect

(Signed,) KAMEHAl\JEHA III.
(Signed,) l{EKAULUOHI.

I hereby certify tke above to be a faithful t>'all$la­
tion. G. P. JUDD. Tralulator and itlterpreter fo,'
the Government.

,-, Her Britllonic Maje,<;ty.'~ Ship C"rv~fort, ~
'd' \Vollhoo, 17fh of f'curuarv. 1843. 5
"SlRl-Io answer to your letter of this
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day's date (which I have too good an 0rin- II crime w.hich by the laws of En;;land would
iun of your Majesty to nllow me to beltC\'C!' be COIli'\lucrcd u felony.
ever emanated from yourself, but from YOllr I FOURTH, ~hc compliance with a written
ill advisers) I have to state that I shall hold no: promise gh'cn by King Kamehameha to Cap­
eoru':1Unication whatever with Dr. G, P. JUdd')1 taiu Jones, of JJer Britanni~ l\I~jl'sty's Ship
who It has beon ,sallsfactonl~' proved to me 'Curacoa! that a now and flllr tnal would ,be
has been the prune mover In the unh:lI~fl~1 i granted ~~ a cas~ brough~ by Henry S.l<l,n­
troceedll1gs of your Gm'omment agalll"t\ ncr, BnlIsh suhJcct, flgalllst J. DomlllIS.'
llritish suujeets, American citizen, which promise has been

As vou have refused me a personal Inter- evaded, '
\'iew ~ "I enclose you the .dclllaud~ \\'hich .. i FIFTH, The immediate ad?pti~n of fo.ir
consider It ~lY duty to makc upon) our ,G0\-I steps to arrange the matters HI dIspute be­
CfIll1lent ;.":Ith wh~ch I, ~lclllall d a com r1funcc I· tween British subject.s. ~nd nati ,;os of the.
at or LefiJle 4 o.clod\, I'. N., t,?-mdrrow Country, or others H'sldlng here, by refer­
(Satll~Jay) otherWise I. shall be obliged ~Ollring these caEes to Juries, onc half of whom
take Hllll1cdll\tc coercive steps to o~taln 'II shall be British subject.,; apl'ron::d by the
these lllell,;urcs for my countrylllcn.. f), IConsul, and all of whom shan declare on

llla\e the honor to be your MujestY'sl' oatil, their freedom from pl'ejucl;;mellt upon,
most obedient hUlllhle sen'unt, or interest in the c:ases brought before them.

Gf;OfiGE PAL' LET, Captain. I ,SIXTl~, A d~rcct communication bet\~cen
iii" ;\h.k-;ly, Kamchamclla ilL . HIS l\Iq]csty I..amchameha. and Her Entan.

I
nic Majesty's Acting Consul, for the immcdi-

" I 'H 1.]. ute settlement of all cases of grievance and
Dcmand~ made by the. HI;.! 1t onorau e II I . I t I']' ,. " I I' t.

J d ,-' PIt Ct·' ~ co 11 i cornp amt on tIe pnr 0 ~Iltl" 1 su lJeC s
,or vcor ....e uu 8, ap alll R. "., t - it ' h S d ' ... I I d' G t

1- I"J I" . j\T' t·' 51' I arrawst t e un \qe" ~ an.5 o\'erumen.JnaUt H\g - er .:tntatlJllC l..l.BJes}-.s lJp 0 _, 1

Carvsf"rt, upon the King of tll9 SandJi Dated on b?ar~ H. n. lH, b. Cnrysfort,
\\.'ich Islands. Ii at \Voahoo, lIlIs t J th day of February, 1.843.

I , 1'h' d' lb br i GLOnGEPAULl:T,C!lpIClln.
, < TR<T, e Jtnrnc 1,:\tO f(;Ji)O':'rl, y P1~ Ie ,j

advertisement writtcn 1;1 the natIve and Eng-ii. .'
r '11 1i.l1l"ua rr es and o;j"l1td bv tli(; Gon)rnof.: Her nritnt!ni" \lajC~tY'5 Sh;\? Carnfort, ~
I~ . ., ," '.'" r' . 'I \\'0:.1100, ~ ~h, 17, l~.u. 5

01 tht:> is.and and 1:, \\. Thompson, of th,e i: Sm,-I have the honor to notify you, that
attachment placed t:pon ]\~ r, Cbadtun s ,) Her Britannic Majesty';; Ship Cur}sfort un~
property; the rcstor.atlUtl of tnO land taken ': del' In command \viJ! be rc ared to make
hy.... h,Ycrnment ["r lis own usc, and really Ii ,Y d' t tt' ,I· P tiP, To' t'4

:'.'\ • . r. '. I d . an unme 1a e a ae, upon liS "n, a
ill~·\·;n<\Il1Il';:: to 1\11, (llur lOrl; an rcp:,l'a-ii 'cl ck ... ,r to morrow (Saturday) in tho' . I h I I· 1 l\I CI 1,0 0 ,~,. '. <
tlOn I"r t Ie cavt o~~ to W Jle 1 ~l'. lUI' - II e~'ent of the demand,.; now fOl'\l'aflll~d by me
tOll'" repre~erttatl\'es~c\ ';e Leen exposed Ly ii to the Kiner of theS'l lshncs, not bein" com-
the ollprc";~I\'e aud U!JJ:I~t procecdlngs of the 'jl ]' d 'tl ~b tl t t' tJ

Sfllld~,'ich bland G'JH'~'lllllelit. :1 P Ie. WilY mime.
o " , Sir, I ho\'e the honor to be your most

SF:(;O~[\, The IlnmCdlll~e l\cknnwledgmcl1t:, oucdicnt hu mole ,.;cr''-<\l1t,
of tile ri~ht of 1\11'. Si:lipson tn perfo;'ll) the 'i (S' cl) G n ~ n O' T Cl'lJlat'>l.• . '" J\J C' I 'I I"ne , £o .... F. 1.\uLE, • ,tl,lnellOllS dd(~gated to hUll br r. nilr Ion;: 1" ... " I .• " ". ".

f II I,· . "[' , I 0 L,'p!. .rln", <.011,,11.,111 CI ~
namely, ~hose 0 ',cr ,nlanr.IC "' ,uJcsty ~ ii ti. S.:5. BOS'''", lJo'wl"h;, 5
Actlll;; COllsulj untIl Hcr }\lnJl;st." s plcu5-,'
ure be ~nowll upon ,the r(~as()nl!'I)ICnCS3 0C! HO l1o]alu, Fchruary ]8,

your obJ\'ctlo~s to hun. 1 he nr:~nO\dedg-! Snl11tatior:s to Hi:,rht I-lOll, Lord George
~nellt o~~!)at rlg-ht D..nd t;:p, ,l'ep;tr;'tlOll for the ': Pa:t!ct, Captain of J L n, n s, Carydort.
IIbl; It ol,cred to Le:' ~·\l ;.; G,<y ("rough Her \Ye have rocei ved you I' idter llnd the de­
At"'~j;;· H('l'r?scnt.~tl~'C, ,I", b~madc oy U mands which IlccollJpanicd ,it, and in reply
puhllc rec~'ptlOn 0,1 ,11l~.CO(llllll~~I"n alld the would inrol'm your Lord,,!;,!, that 'H' ha\-e
8allltll1~ tile Hniisil ELig Wlttl twcllty-on~ COlI1111i""iollell Sir GCllli!e Simpson and \\'il­
glln5-W!lI';h n U111.uC I' ~I'lII bc re(ullwd by linlll nichard~ as ollr Milli-;tcl~ l'lcnipoten­
Hf~r BntanlllC MUJesty" ~,blp U:IUCI'WY com- tialOY and Envoys Extra"rdillarr to thc Court
ruand. or Ureat Britain, with rull powers to seUlc

TulP.!), A guarantee that IH' Brili.sh SJ1U-,; the ddlicultil's which )'0'1 ha\'e pl'cselltcd
ject :"hall in fulure lic sulJjec!('d to irJl:J~j"Ol1-:i lJej()]'c us, to a~wl'c 11cl' IHajcr:;ty, the
men! ~fl fellers, unl('s~ he is acciJ~cu of a ' Queen, of our uhilller;'u~tttl aficJ;tion, Rnd
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to confer with lIer Ministers as to the best!1 PROVISIOXAL CESSIOX.
means of cementing the harmony between, ,. . ,

Some of the demands which you have IN conscqucnce of the dJfllcultlcs In

ra5i~1 before us, arc of a lIutuTe calculated which we find ourschcs involved, and our
5eriou~ly to embarrass our feeble Govern- opinion of the impossibility of compIying
ment, by contravening the laws established 11,.vith the demands in the manner in which
fO,r the bcne~t of a,ll. ,B!.!t we shall comply ItIJC.Y are ma?e b.Y her nrit~nnic Majesty's
\nth your demands as It has never been our I· Representatlve upon us III reference lo
int~n,tion to insult Hcr ~'lajestYI t~c Q\Jeen, the claims of British :ubjects' \Ve do
or Injure any of her estimable subJects; but ih b d t G f I I 'J k
we must do so under protest, and shull em- i ere y cc e t..1e rou~ a ~ an s 'nown
brace the earliest opportunity of represent-las the Haw~lIan (or SandWIch) Islands,
ing our case more fully to Her ~ritanlJic !unto the RI~ht Honorable Lord G,corgc
l\1ajcsty's.Go~ernment, thro.ll~h our l\Iinis- I\a~let, Captmn of her Britannic M.ajesty's
tcr~l trustmg In the r.napnamllll~}"of the SO\l- 'IShlP of War Carysfol't, rcprcsentlllg her
crClgn of a great natIOn, whICh we have Majesty Victoria, Qlicen of Great Uritain
been taught t~ re,spect and l~ve,-that we, and Ireland, from this date, and for the
shall there be Justrfied, II . b' h 'd C . b' d

\V
. . Ii h l . time etng: t e Sal esslOn emg rna e

altlllg"l°thUr Utr~ or orGcfr, iwith the reservation that it is subject to
. I sen lment" 0 respect, I I I

'(Signed,) KAl\IEIT.-DIEI-IA HI. lenny ar:angement t.at may lave ?cen en-
(Signed,) KEKAULL' OBI. Ii ter.cd mto by the Rcp~?sentutn·es.ap~

1 hereby certify the a!)()"e to be a fc'il"fd ITlild.r-:: pomted by us to treat "lth the Gm ern-
tion. G, P. Jt:DIJ, 'l'r.for Ihe GO"ITmlltnt, ij ment of Her Britannic :Majesty ; and in the

Hevent that no agreement has been execu­
Her I!:ritannic Majcsty's Ship Cnrysfort, ~ 1'1 ted previous to the date hereof· subJ'cct to

'" oahoo, 15th of february I 1843, 5 . . '
SIR -I hay£) the honor to acknowledO'e I the deCISIOn of Her Britannic Majesty's

your '':\Iajc~ty's letter of tbis day's date, ii Governt'nen~ on conference with the suid
wherein you iminiate your intention of COIll- 'n,cpresentatlves appointed by us; or in
P!ying with my demands, whieh I have COll- the c\"ent of our Representlltives not be­
sidered my duty to make upon your J.\Iajes~ ing accessible, or not having been ac­
ty's Government. knowleclO"ed subject to the decision which

I appoint th~ hour of '1 o'clock this afler- Her Brit~nnic :Majesty may pro~ounce on
nuoll fur the 11Ilcrchange of Salutes, and I I I 'ff· .
shall expect that you will inform me at what: t 1e receIpt 0 ullmformatlon from us, and
hour on Monday you will be prepared to re- ,from the Rt. Han. Lord George Paulet.
ceiv€ Dlysdf and Her Britannic :i\Iajesty's III confirmation of the abo\'c we hereby
ReprCilcntativc. affix our names and seals, this twenty-

I have the honor to be your Majesty's fit1h day of February, .in the year ofour
mos,t obedient humble :;;ervant, Lord one thousand eIght hundred and

GEORGE PAU,LET, Captain. forty-three, at Honolulu, Oahu, Sand-

H ' '[ , ... h I III ,wleh Isk'lnds
IS " aJcst Y ,~alllC ame la , •

Signed in pr<;lscncc of
(;. P. J"llll, Ruortl£r and ~

Honolulll, O~hu, Feb. IS, 18-13. I "[",.,,,,.iator for th, Gov-
SalutatinllS 10 Lord Gem go Puulet, Ca,p-' all ",ellt.

tain ofJ-I. B . .M. Ship Carysfort... I K~l\_IEIIr\~]ElIA III.
J hne Ir.~ '1I'ed Y'H']," ,),,:nlJeLcatWTj, and;, K-"~KAULtOnI.
L L _ . t I ,! 1'· 1 ~~, ; .: ...... '-w •.>:J!I'._ _~_'=:"-'••--:t't,,,•. 1't __

mu"c "U",,\ i1 l) yOll t Ii:, l 1"1. r•.'CelVC your-Ji -, . -. ' . - . - '.-
s,clfaud IIer Britannic -'lajest), '" Ref>rescntn-li A h'D\" l::Honal CessIOn of the: HawaI-
tl\'O ,on Monday the QOt;l o! Februnrj', nt, ian ot' Sandwich 151n1ll15 having
IJoclock,A..lIl. b 1 1'1 1. ('-

Yours respectfully, eell muCic ,t,lIS l ay ~y \..\lI-tEII:\-

. (Signed,) KA)!El!A)IEHA III. MEIlA,III., Kmg, and h.Eh.\VLUOllI,

J i"reb!) redUg I"e above l" i", a frith/i,1 1"",.la-' Premwr thereof, unto me, The
lioll. G. P. JuDD, 1'r.fol' Ole Go"",>"",':"t. Hight lion. Lord George Paulct

commamling Hcr Britannic Maj-



estyts Ship Carysfort on the part
of Her Britannic Majesty, Victo­
ria, Qu~en of Great Britain and
Ireland; subject to arrangements
which may have been or shall be
made in Great Britain, with the
Government of H. B. Majesty.

----------
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mission. in mntters between Forcignexs
resident on these Islands.

FOURTH, In all that relates to the Col~

Iection of the Re~'cnuc, the preswt Offi­
cer8 shall be continued at the pleasure of
the native King and Chiefs, their Salaries
for the current year being also determined
by them, and the Archives of Government
remaining in their hands; the accounts

I do hereby proclaim, are, however, subject to inspection by the
FIRST, That the British Flag shall be Commission herebefore named. The Gov~

hoisted on all the Islandsof the Group; and emment vessels shall be in like manner:
the natives thereof shElll enjoy the protec- subject, however, to their c-rrJploymcnt if
tion and privileges. of British subjects. If:quircd for Her Rritann:e ~~[ajt::~ty's scc-

Sl';COND, That the Government thereOf,1 Vlce.
shall be executed, until thn rcceipt of com~ I, FIFTH, That no sales, i-..:cl5es, or tr:m~­
mnnicatior;s from Great 1;ritain, in the fol~ I fers of land shall take place by the action
lowing- m:::.niif" :.-numely,-lly the native of the Commission appointed as aforesaid,
King and Chiefs and the Officers empJoy~ nOf. fro~ native~ 10 Foreigners, during the
ed hy them, so far as regards the native penod mtervemng between the 24th of
population: and by a Commission, con~ Ithis month, and the receipt of notification

. sisting 0.r Ki~,g Kameha~eha II!., ~r a lfrom Great Britain of tbe ~rrang:~mcnts
Deputy appomted by hIm, The Right maue there: t~ley shall ~o. be valid, nor
Honora.ble Lord GeOFge Paulet: Duncan! shall they receive the Slgn:lturcs of the

. Forbes Mackay, Esquire, and Lieutenant King and Premier.
F~cre, R. N., in all that concerns relations SIXTH, All the existing bona. fide en­
With otrer powers, (save and except the gagements of the native King and Pre­
negociatiolls with the British Government) II mier shall be executed and performed us
and the arrangements among Foreigners, I if this Cession had never 1,t:C:ll m:lde.
(ot~ers than natives of the Archipelago) I Givan under my hand ri,j~ lwcnty~fifth
resldenton these Islands. I day of February, in (p'; year of om
• THIRD,. 'rhat tho laws at present exist- Lonl one thou:;and c:~i" rhunured and
lllg or which may be made at the ensuing 1 fo~ty~three, at Honolulu, \" Qahoo, Sand-
~C 'I f th I Y

• d C!' r (- \! wlch Island!! .
. ounCl 0 ? \.wg an 11l13iS a~lc: U"'-! GEorWE PA'.~,Ll',

. mg cOffi.mumcated to the ComnllSStOn,) II.. Captain ofH.ll. ;H. S. Carysfort.
shallhe In full force so far as natives are ISIgne~ In presence of

d · d h 11 r h b' "I G. 1. JtJDD, Ree. lind Int. ta tI.. Goot.
concern~ ". an. s a lorm t e aSls or Mli\,.. SIMP~Olf,H. B•.ill. actin:; Contul.
the admmlstratlon of justice by the Com-

HONOLULU,Oahu:-PvaLI.HEP BY AUTHOJUTY.

---------



-- 30 --

Paulet presented his list of demands to Kamehameha III

late at night on February 17th, and required a response by

four in the afternoon of the following day. On the morning

of Saturday, the eighteenth, Paty wrote in his journal that

the town was very excited, and that

I have often (when reading of wars, particularly
among South American States) tried to imagine what
might be the feelings of the quiet inhabitants of
a village when notified that a few hours would
turn their peaceful home into a scene of violence,
slaughter, and destruction•••• It was generally
supposed that the King would not comply with the
demands of Lord paulet, in event of which war must
ensue. 45

The Americans, especially Dr. JUdd, encouraged the king

to resist the demands. Simpson, however, was convinced that

the threat of an impending battle would assure compliance.

At one time the alternative was suggested, tlthat the

complaints of British subjects should be referred to the

commanding officer of ••• the Boston.tt46 This proposal

was an extremely naive one, for it failed to consider that

the British looked upon the Americans as the real enemy. The

English promptly rejected arbitration by Captain Long, who

would certainly have been a biased arbitrator at best.

Kamehameha and his party met with Paulet on board the

Carysfort: the scene must have been a humiliating one for

the natives, as Simpson wrote: "I had the pleasure of

parading her IKekauluoi, the premie~ round the frigate,

45paty , ~ cit., February 18th, 1843.

46Alexander Simpson to John Bidwell, Esquire, Feb­
ruary 25th, 1843, British Public Records Office, F. O.
58/17.
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hearing an occasional exclamation from the Jacks, of "What

a whalel,,47

All of the members of the foreign community resident in

Honolulu hastened to give the monarch advice, but, as Laura

Fish Judd recalled, " • • • unfortunately each had a separate

plan to propose.n48 The king was not experienced in the

delicate field of power politics, and his knowledge of the

English language was imperfect. He agreed on the eighteenth

to cede the islands to Great Britain, and the tentative

articles of a provisional cession were drawn up for the

approval of the chiefs.

On February 23rd, Dr. Judd met with Captain Long and

the French and American consuls. They discussed the

practicality of "placing the islands under the temporary

protection of France or France and the United States jOintly.n49

The necessary documents were prepared, and Kamehameha was

asked to sign them the next morning. As Simpson described

it, "following his own inclination, the desire of the chiefs

and people, and the advice of my informant [an unnamed member

of the American Presbyterian MiSSion], ••• he had determined

to delare the Islands subject to Great Britian, the country by

which they had been discovered."SO

47Alexander Simpson, The Sandwich Islands, pg. 90.

4BLaura Fish JUdd, ~ cit., pg. 94.

49Gerrit P. Judd IV, ~~, pg. 116.

50Alex • Simpson to Bidwell, February 25th, 1843, British
Public Records Office, F. O. 58/17.
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The king, it appears, simply chose the path of the least

resistance. The immediate threat lay directly off-shore in

Honolulu harbor, and he decided to placate the aggressors

by giving them his kingdom. Kamehameha, after all, had no

assurance that ceding the islands to the United states or to

France would prevent Paulet from attacking. Kam was in doubt

as to whether the United States would formally accept the

Islands even if he were to give them up to her, and he knew

that a cession to France and the United States jointly would

have created a very risky relationship at best. It was

quite obvious that if he gave the French possession, the
Q,

Hawaiian Islands would forever remainAdominion of France •

In an effort to save his city from attack, the king

acquiesced to Pauletts demands. He yielded "under protest,"

so as not to prejudicially affect the mission of Richards

and Haalilio in London and to allow for an appeal to the

Foreign Office in London.

Laura Judd wrote:

The king and chiefs broke down; and after a night
of prayer and deliberation, the king said, "I will
not die by piecemeal; they may cut off my head at
once. I will yield the breath of my kingdom, and
trust to my commissioners in London and to the
magnanimity of the British Governmint to redress
the wrong and restore my rights. uS

51Laura Fish JUdd, ~ ~, pg. 94.
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According to Lilian Shrewsbury Mesick, however, the king

said: "I will not die piecemeall They may take what they

pleasel I will give no more.,,52

The twenty-fifth of February, being exactly forty-nine

years after the "cession" made by Kamehameha the Great to

Captain Vancouver, was selected as the day for the cession

to Paulet. The scene was described by Laura Judd:

Preliminaries were arranged with the belligerent
party for a cession of the Islands; under protest;
and on Saturday afternoon at three o'clock, on
February 25th, 1843, the Hawaiian flag we loved so
well, was lowered in the Fort, and an English one
run up in its place and saluted by the batteries
of the Fort and the guns of the Carysfort. English
soldiers marched into the Fort and the band played
"God Save the Queen," and "Isle of Beauty, fare
thee well." The latter was played by the request
of some lady friendS of Lord George, and regarded
by us as a refined cruelty, which could only ema­
nate from a woman. 53

But Alexander Simpson offers another insight into Kamehameha's

actions:

The simple remark made by Kamehameha to Lord George
and myself, as he pUblicly shook hands with us on
the platform. as the ceremony was over, "Now I'm
happy, I go to take ride," contained his real senti­
ments, and not this address ["I have hope that the
life of the land will be restored when my conduct
is justified.r~, which was delivered, notoriously,
for the protection of his life against the Kekou­
anaoa party.54

While this allusion to threats made against the king's life

52M6siCk, ~~, pp. 192-193.

53Laura Fish JUdd, ~~, pg. 94.

54Alexander Simpson, The Sandwich Islands, pg. 87.
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has no supporting basis in fact (at least nothing that has

survived the intervening 127 years), the casual comment

made by the deposed monarch is somewhat enlightening. It

Is quite improbable that the king, with his flimsy command

of the English language, managed to conjure up words such

as "redress" and "magnanimity." Most of his speeches and

his letters do appear to bear the unmistakable imprint of

Dr. JUdd, who probably wrote them and then presented them

for a signature.

Kamehameha III was, most likely, qUite pleased when he

turned the government over to the British. Being a simple

Polynesian, he never relished the effort he was required to

expend as a monarch in the mid-nineteenth century. The

cession relieved him of a great burden: his crown.

Paty, on the other hand, was discouraged. He wrote:

• • • when did England and the English ever respect
the right of the weak when opposed to their will
and (commercial) interest? ••• The piratical pro­
ceedings of H. B. Majesty's Ship Carysfort •••
have been this day • • • consumated by taking formal
possession of these Islands, an act of high handed
robbery and oppression, of the strong upon the weak,
which is unequaled in the history of the world if
we except the annals of England•••• The printed
documents have since been made pUblic, and will
serve to explain the circumstances under which this
"cession" was made. "Gession" forsooth - why don't
they call it by its right name - ttRobbery?" •••
God only knows what will be the final result of
this flagrant act of injustice and oppression
commlted by "Great" and "Magnanimous" England. 55

55paty , ~ ~, February 18th, 1843 and February 25th,
1843.



-- 35 --

**************************************************
**************************************************
** **
** "Last Saturday (25th) was a dark day for **
** **** Sandwich Is. - to see the Hawaiian flag **
** **** hauled down and a British one hoisted in **
** **
** its stead was too much for a Republican **
** **
** and Philanthropist to witness, especially **
** **
** when "might made right" and nothing **
** **
** else. uS6 **
** **
**************************************************
**************************************************

56Letter from Amos T. Cooke, December 15th, 1842 (but
written in diary form throughout 1843), Mission-Historical
Library, Honolulu, Hawaii.
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155 Days :

The Islands Under the British

It should be stressed that Paulet and Simpson did not

actually demand that Hawaii be surrendered to the British.

Their demands, however, were of such a nature that the king-

dom could not comply with them and still remain solvent.

They required that court decisions be reversed, which would

certainly have involved other foreign powers and would have

placed the monarchy in an even more perplexing bind. They

also demanded that indemnity claims, mounting to well over

$100,000.00, be paid immediately. Since the demands, there-

fore, could not be satisfied, the only way to avoid attack

was to surrender the sovereignty of the land; but this is

~ the same as Paulet requesting a cession. This distinction,

while not particularly significant at this point in the chro-

nology of events, was extremely important following the

restoration of the monarchy.

Laura Fish Judd described life in the Islands under

Paulet in that lilt which only a missionary is capable of:

For five long months we ground in the prison­
house, like poor blind Samson. • •• No blood
had been shed. He [her husband, Dr. Judd) had
done his best, and what more could be reqUired?
I advised him to lie down in the arms of a kind
Heavenly Father, and in gOOd time he would come
forth with new strength for the conflict; and
it was so.57

57Laura Fish JUdd, ~ cit., pg. 94-95.
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Captain Paulet desired to make the transition of power

as smooth as possible, and hence he decreed that all revenue

arrangements would continue in force, and the King and Premier

would continue to act "as if this Cession had never been
58made." A commission was established to govern the Islands,

comprised of Lord Paulet (who possessed, essentially, absolute

control and who looked upon the other commissioners as his

advisers rather than as his equals), Duncan Forbes Mackay,

Lieutenant Frere of the carySfort, and Kamehameha III or his

representative.

Kamehameha, apparently wishing to enjoy his "vacation"

and not desiring to have further intercourse with the English,

delegated Dr. Judd as his deputy. According to Kuykendall,

"At first Dr. Judd declined this appointment, but Lord George,

strange to say, practically insisted upon Judd's acceptance

of it. ,,59 Paulet's insistence was probably motivated by

three facts: (1) his ego had been satisfied --- he was now

superior to JUdd, and therefore no longer considered Judd

someone to be envied or to be fearful of; (2) Judd spoke

English and Hawaiian fluently; and (3) Judd was extremely

knowledgeable in Hawaiiana --- he knew much about the

Islands, their laws and customs, and their institutions.

58Lord George Paulet, "Proclamation," February 25th,
1843, British Public Records Office, Adm. 1/5531, Cap. P.
163. The complete text of the Proclamation appears on page
29 of this report.

59Kuykendall, ~~, pg. 217.
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Paulet destroyed every Hawaiian flag that he could

locate, and established a standing army at considerable

expense to the Treasury. He felt that this army was neces­

sary to ward off the expected French attack, a serious

threat which he had no reason to disbelieve. Kuykendall

said, ItThe report of the French squadron was convenient

for Paulet l s purpose, but it was a false alarm.,,60 This

seems to imply that Paulet knew it was a fale alarm, which

he certainly did not. The army was also a precautionary

move to ward off possible rampages by the natives.

Paulet promptlyt~ore down twenty-three houses on the

land claimed by Charlton, thereby depriving more than 150

people of their homes. tt61 He also seized the government's

three ships, renamed them, and placed them in the service

of the commission. One, the Albert (formerly Hooikaika),

was dispatched immediately to Nexico with Paulet's report

of the cession to be carried to London. This document,

needless to say, was completely one-sided, and was carried

personally by none other than Alexander Simpson.

The choice of Simpson was an obvious one: he had an

expert knowledge of the history and of the value of the

island group, he had first-hand experience with the cession,

and because of his "ableness to combat personally the many

statements that will be made by the advisers of the late

60Kuykendall, ~ ~, pg. 218n.

61Gerrit P. Judd IV, ~~, pg. 193.
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Government of these Islands. h62

Paulet, however, was not about to let the representatives

of the king (who had already returned to the island of Maul)

deliver their version to his superiors in London. His censor-

ship effort was a complete failure.

Prior to the cession, the firm of Ladd and Company
had arranged to charter the Hooikaika for a voyage
to the American coast, and they agreed to surrender
the charter to the British commission only on con­
dition that an agent of the company should be ~er­

mitted to go in the vessel to San BIas [Mexico].
• • • The compan~ suggested that their agent might
be appointed aslKamehameha's] agent also and sent,
not merely to San BIas, but to Washington and Lon­
don. • • • The offer was accepted and a young [24
years of age] American merchant, James F. B. Mar­
shall, was selected for this delicate mission. G3

Dr. Judd prepared the despatches It ••• in the silence

of midnight in the royal tomb, with Kaahumanu's coffin for

a table.,,64 The king slipped quietly to Waikiki to sign the

credentials, and returned across the channel without being

noticed by the English. As an "extra precaution the name

of the envoy was left blank.,,65

On March 11th, Marshall sailed on board the Albert with

Simpson, who suspected nothing, If ••• and the documents

they carried, carefully guarded from each other during months

of travel by land and sea, were finally deposited together on

the same desk in the British foreign office.,,66

62Lord Paulet to the Admiralty, March 9th, 1843, British
Public Records Office, Adm. 1/5531, Cap. P. 163.

63Kuykendall, ~ cit., pg. 217.

64Laura Fish JUdd, ~~, page 95.

65Gerrit P. Judd IV, ~ cit., pg. 119.

66Kuykendall, ~ cit., pg. 217-218.
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Dr. Judd used the departure of the Boston, two days

after the Albert sailed, to send a complete docket of

Marshall's mission to Richards in London; the HUdson's Bay

Company at the same time transmitted a critical report on

the conduct of Simpson and Paulet to their home office.

Almost immediately, in violation of the Proclamation

he had issued, Paulet began to interfere in native affairs

in an extremely arbitrary fashion. He started by imposing

an additional duty of one per cent, ad valorem, on all landed

goods to defray the cost of maintaining the commission itself

(by order of February 28th, 1843). On March 1st, the order

was issued that all land claims must be registered, and

although tiThe Commissioners will not enter upon the validity

of these claims at present,"67 some "future decision" was

promised. Three days later a limited number of liquor

licenses were offered for sale at $150.00 each, much to the

consternation of Samuel C. Damon, a missionary chaplain who

published~ Temperance Advocate and Seaman's Friend. On

March 4th, Mackay resigned from the commission because of

his bad health.

The Commission's most notable decision, however, was

the abrogation of Hawaii's fornication law on April 27th.

Their action was prompted by reports that "women confined

67Public Notices Issued ~ the British Commission for
the Government of the Sandwich ISlands (PublIshed by Auth=
orlty), March 1st, 1843, British Public Records Office, Adm.
1/5531, Cap. P. 163.
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in the Fort for fornication have been let out, at night in

the streets, for the purpose of raising the amounts of

their fines by farther [sic1 fornication. ,,68 Paulet deemed

it necessary, therefore, to repeal the fornication law, which,

in essence, legalized prostitution. Although rape and adul­

tery still were punishable criminal offenses, sexual inter­

course between two consenting adults became perfectly legal,

except when performed "in the open streets or pUblic

thoroughfares .,,69

68H. Sea to Kanaoa, Acting Governor of Honolulu, April
27th, 1843, as printed in the Temperance Advocate and Seaman's
Friend, I, Extra of July 31st, 1843, pg. 37. Hawaii Mission
Children's Society Library.

69Ibid • It is interesting to read the following story in
the historical novel The Last King of Paradise, by Eugene
Burns (New York City,-r95~pp. 46=49:

"For the commission's third sitting, Lord Paulet and
his guard of honor arrived late. He sat down, shot out his
ruffled sleeve-ends, tapped his snuff box and took a pinch
for his right nostril and one for his left. Judd studied
the man critically. He had heard that the English lord was
having sexual relations with a young native girl.

"Paulet began: 'Gentlemen I find nothing but stinking
corruption in Honolulu despite the cloak of gentility thrown
over it by some of the long-frocked residents.' He ignored
Judd's studied glare. 'To clean up this mess, I propose that
we revise Hawaii's fornication laws.' He read at length from
a current statute a list of fines and prison terms for men
and women. He called the law 'absurd' and stated that he had
visited men and women confined in one cell, that officers of
the jail were extorting money from the female prisoners.

"'Now that Her Majesty's flag flies over the fort,' he
summed up, 'this commission cannot condone such practices.'

"Judd was on his feet objecting that the Hawaiian govern­
ment had taken drastic steps to 'stamp out vice, depravity
and debauchery---'

"Paulet cut him short. 'Your laws cannot work with na­
tives. Who knows but that the natives were vastly better off
under their own moral codes, Judd, before you missionaries
came and made prostitution necessary---'

(Continued on pg. 42)
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(Continued from previous footnote, page 41)

"Judd was furious. 'Lord Paulet you dare not say prosti­
tution came with the missionary. Harlotry came with the sailors,
the whalers, and your own ships. The real trouble is that a few
Britishers like Charlton want to increase their income from their
Cape ~orn property by removing all decent restrictionsl'

lCape Horn was the prostitution district; the name came as
a result of the story that sailors hung their conscience on the
horn as they came around the Cape, and picked it up on their way
back to conservative New England~

"He had spoken truth. But Paulet ignored the charge. 'Judd,
Honolulu's Cape Horn is known in London, Hamburg, Valparaiso, San
BIas, everywhere, as the most immoral spot in the world. With
these fornication laws you locked the front door and left the
back door wide open. ...'

When he saw Judd's angry face, he eased up. He turned to
his secretary: 'Mr. Sea, summon our first witness.'

The prisoner testified that he had been confined in the fort
four months and two days. 'Tell the commission about the women
confined there,' Paulet ordered. 'Are they used by respected
townspeople?'

uThe man replied: 'Sir, I have seen females in the naked
embrace of our leading townspeople under the trees on the rampart
of the fort.'

trJudd, unconvinced, said premptorily, 'I do not believ'e it.'
"'Tell us what happened If a woman refused.'
"The prisoner said: 'One woman was shackled With irons and

made to lie naked in the open, exposed to the hot sun.'
n'Can you produce that woman?' demanded Judd.
"'She got a blow on the head,' replied the man, 'for not

being responsive and jumped into the water and was drowned.'
"Another member of the commission asked: 'Did whaling cap­

tains arrange for female prisoners at the fort to gO aboard their
vessels?'

1l1Yes,' replied the man, 'I have heard police tell whaling
captains: "Go on in and test the wahine for yourself, first,1t
and then these captains would go into the cells with the women
and remain a long time.'

"Paulet turned to JUdd. '00 you still think your suppres­
sion of vice successful?'

tr'Certainly. This man's statements are hearsay.'
trPaulet asked his secretary to summon the next witness, a

Hawaiian woman. At one time she had been Liliha Boki's favorite
dancer.

"Secretary Sea asked, 'What is your name?'
"'Leilani.'
n'Is that all?'
"Without more ado she uncovered her chest and exposed her

limp, drooping breasts. Around them were the healed white
scars: CAPE HORN. 'That's my working name,' she said.

(Continued on pg. 43)
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(Continued from previous footnote, pp. 41-42)

"'How did you come by your profession?' Paulet asked.
"She shrugged, 'Money t '
n'How long have you been confined in the fort?'
"'Two years.'
"'In irons?'
"'Except nights when I was let out.'
"'Why did you go out?'
"'To earn food.'
"'Aren't women prisoners given food?'
"'Only those who take on the townspeople get food. I'm

not much for looks since I had my teeth broken.'
"'How do you make your money?'
"'At night I swim to the whaleships in the harbor. Last

night I was on the Stewart James. For twenty-five cents,
Officer Noa takes my Irons off. For another quarter, he puts
them on again in the morning.'

"'Do you wish to cross-examine the witness, Dr. Judd?'
Paulet asked. As Judd shook his head, he continued: 'There
are six other witnesses.'

rtIt was over Judd'S opposition ••• that an order was
posted saying, 'No male or female is to be imprisoned for the
crime of fornication •••• '

IfWhaling captains, who knew it would be much easier to
recruit crews if the men could have unrestrained sexual freedom
in Hawaii, rejoiced. As Judd predicted, Charlton's land values
arditd Grog Street increased immediately."

In the more historical Temperance Advocate and Seaman's
Friend (Extra issue of July 31st, 1843), Samuel C:-Damon, "The
Seamen's Chaplain," wrote on July 24th, 1843:

"They have overstepped the limits of party politics, and
invaded the domain of the moralist, and to certain extent en­
trenched upon the sacred precincts of religion. • • •

"The influence of grog shops in their baleful effects falls
far short of unrestrained licentiousness. Houses to sell wines
and spirituous liquors, are under certain checks and'prohi­
bitions, but upon the pimp and panders of the brothel there are
no restrictions --- no tabus••••

"Certain lewd women escaped from the Fort, under cover of
darkness for base purposes. Why not punish the armed sentinels
guarding the walls and gates? This was the custom in old Rome?·'

He also asks: if an escaped convict steals, should the law
against theft be eliminated?
(Hawaii Mission Children's Society Library, Honolulu)
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This abolishment demonstrated how little influence

Judd actually had in the decisions of the commission. He

became disgusted, and he resigned after entering a formal

protest on May 10th, 1843. Since Kamehameha III declined to

appoint a replacement, only Paulet and Frere were left to

govern the Islands.

On July 7th, the U. S. Constellation arrived in Hono­

lulu, commanded by Commodore Lawrence Kearney. He "issued a

protest against the cession of the islands to Great Britain,

and when his vessel was visited by the governor of Oahu and

This aggrivated Paulet greatly, and he wrote a• • •

the young chiefs, he saluted them under the Hawaiian flag •

"m
nasty letter to Kam protesting Kearney's action.

Conditions in Hawaii were again becoming very tense.

Paulet nervously awaited a report from London as to whether

Queen Victoria was delighted with her new possession, or

upset with the seizure. The commission was completely

alienated from the people, especially the American mission­

aries. The rift between Paulet and the native king and

chiefs grew even wider.

But the one hundred and fifty-five days were nearing

their end.

70John R. Musick, ~ cit., pp. 450-451.
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In London and Paris, Hope

Richards and Haalilio, charged by Kamehameha IIlwith the

responsibility of obtaining official recognition of Hawaii's

independence from the great powers, journeyed first to Wash­

ington. They arrived in the capital on December 5th, 1842,

and departed from the United States for London in February of

1843.

Since the Paulet episode had not yet occurred during the

time of their negotiations with Secretary of State Daniel

Webster, the discussion of this portion of their diplomatic

mission will be deferred until the end of this paper. While

this wrenches their voyage completely out of chronological

perspective, this sacrifice is necessary to maintain a conti­

nuity butween Paulet's action in the Pacific and the Earl of

Aberdeen's actions in the Atlantic.

Richards and Haalilio arrived in London on February 18th,

eight days after the Carysfort anchored in Honolulu harbor.

They were painfully aware of the self-evident fact that both

England and France would avoid any type of agreement that

could conceivably lead to war; therefore, they decided it

would be unwise to seek a tlguarantee" of independence. Peter

A. Brinsmade had gone earlier to the United States and to

Europe on an unofficial voyage to obtain the recognition of

independence (it would have been profitable for his business

venture), and he advised the new commissioners to seek the
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"respect" of independence. 71

Richard Charlton had arrived in London earlier than the

representatives of the monarchy, and he had used this time to

his advantage. He presented his signed petition and complaints

to the Earl of Aberdeen (discussed on pages 10-11 of this report).

Sir George Simpson was also in contact with the Foreign Office,

presenting his pro-independence views with the influential

support of the HUdson's Bay Company.

The first interview granted to the commissioners by the

Earl of Aberdeen was held on February 22nd. The Secretary

expressed his displeasure over the preference given to American

citizens resident in Hawaii, clearly demonstrating that Charl-

ton's comments had not been ignored. Aberdeen also acknowl-

edged that the United States had not recognized the indepen-

dence of the Islands, and intimated that this was one of the

reasons that Great Britain also might not "concede the in­
72

dependence of the Islands." The details of this meeting were

promptly conveyed to Webster by Richards and Haalilio in the

hope that they might induce the United States to formally

recognize Kamehameha III's sovereignty.

On March 6th, 1843, Sir George and William Richards wrote

a lengthy letter to Aberdeen in which they cited the accom-

plishments of Hawaii's people:

71KUYkendall, ~ cit., pg. 196. The preceding one
sentence.

72Haalilio and Richards to Webster, March 3rd, 1843,
Archives of Hawaii, F. O. and Ex ••
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As much misrepresentation has gone abroad respecting
the condition of these Islands, the undersigned feel
it their duty to trespass on your Lordship's in­
dulgence, while they enter into such details as may
be necessary to put your Lordship in full possession
of the real state of things, from which it will
appear that civilization and social improvement have
made more rapid advances there than were ever wit­
nessed in any country placed in similar circumstances. 73

It is qUite obvious when reading this list of achieve-

ments that the letter had been carefully worded to counteract

each of Charlton's exaggerations and lies. The following

passage can be cited as an example.

Regular Courts of Justice have also been established.
in which trial by Jury takes place on all important
cases; and foreigners of different nations have tes­
tified their confidence in these courts. by bringing
suit in cases involving large sums of money. when
with but little delay those suits might have been
carried before the courts of other countries. 74

This is a clever use of the omission of some rel,vent factors.

While jury trials were indeed offered, the juries were often

packed with Americans or prO-American natives who could hardly

be called impartial. The legal concept of lex forum probably

applied insofar as bringing a case before the court of another

country, not to mention the time and the distance involved. An

American court would probably have found a case dealing with

the breach of a contract signed in Hawaii by an American and

an Englishman clearly out of the scope of its juriSdiction,

not to mention the fact that the Englishman would probably not

73Geo • Simpson and Wm. Richards to Earl of Aberdeen, March
6th, 1843, British Public Records Office, F. O. 58/18.

74 Ibid •



-- 48 --

want to be tried in an American court. Nevertheless, in

fairness to the Hawaiian jUdicial system, it was qUite good

for a fledgling nation with a limited monarchy.

The letter to Aberdeen concluded with this flattery,

which is quite ironic considering what was happening in Hawaii

as the commissioners penned this letter:

[Kamehameha III] makes his first appeal to Great
Britain, whose maritime enterprise first made known
his country to the civilized world • • • and whose
glory it has ever been to protect the weak against
the strong. 75

The commissioners then departed for the continent, where

they conferred with King Leopold of Belgium, "who expressed

great interest and sympathy and promised to use his influence

in support of their cause.,,76

The next city on their itinerary was Paris. A description

of their interview with Francois P. G. GUizot, the French Min­

ister of Foreign Affairs, is contained in George Simpson and

Richards' letter to Aberdeen of March 21st:

On the 17th. instant the undersigned had the honor of
an interview with M. Guizot, when they submitted to
him a memorandum containing propositions of which the
following is a summary: First, the acknowledgement of
the Sandwich Islands by the Government of France; and
Second, the cancelling of the Treaties or Agreements
entered into between Tamehameha I I I [sic], King of the
Sandwich Islands, and Captain LaPlace of the French
Navy, dated 10th. and 17th. of JUly, 1839, which not
having been ratified by the French Government were not
binding on France, and were in some of their stip-

75Ibid • 76Kuykendall, ~ cit., pg. 198.
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ulations extremely injurous to the interests of the
King's subjects.

M. Guizot, after carefully perusing the memorandum,
remarked that he was prepared at once and without
hesitation to grant the first pointj and as to the
second, although he then saw no objection to the
cancelling of the Treaties, there were some things
involved in them to which he had not turned his
attention, and which on that account required con­
sideration before a decisive answer could be returned. 77

They promptly returned to London, communicated their

success in Paris to Aberdeen in the above cited letter, and

anxiously awaited a reply. Aberdeen invited them for an

interview on March 25th, at which time he further delved into

the American missionary situation, and concluded by giving them

a verbal assurance that Great Britain would officially recognize

the independence of Hawaii.

Aberdeen stated, in his letter dated April 1st, that

" ••• Her Majesty's Government are willing and have determined

to recognize the independence of the Sandwich Islands under
78

their present sovereign." This recognition was conditional,

but all that Aberdeen requested in return was a "most favored

nation" type of agreement which the commissioners were promptly

willing to grant. He did not desire any special favors for

British subjects; he merely wanted a "perfect equal i ty"

accorded all foreign residents.

Sir George Simpson, his assignment favorably completed,

77Geo. Simpson and Wm. Richards to Earl of Aberdeen,
March 21st, 1843, British PUblic Records Office, F. O. 58/18.

78Earl of Aberdeen to Geo. Simpson and Wm. Richard fsic1,
April 1st, 1843, British Public Records Office, F. O. 58718.
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returned to America while Richards and Haall1io returned to

Paris to obtain a written acknowledgement og Guizot's verbal

promise. Before the French Foreign Secretary could comply,

the news of the Paulet affair reached Europe during the last

week of May, 1843.

This placed England in a most uncomfortable position.

She quickly declared that she had every intention of adhering

to her recognition of independence, and that the seizure was

totally unauthorized. Aberdeen declared, nHer Majesty's

Government have no desire to retain possession of the Sand-

which Islands. Their only object is to secure full justice

and compensation for injuries which have been done to British

subjects established in that country.,,79 Although this state-

ment was communicated officially to Paris and Washington,

they cautiously decided to await the amicable settlement of

difficulties before releasing any declarations.

Aberdeen was faced with the queer, yet necessary, naval

policy of the day, as summed up by Sylvester Stevens: " • • •

to seize the territory, leaving the home gov'ernment to justify

their action later. Lord Paulet, regarded as a discreet and

able officer, took matters into his own hands • "~• • •

This haphazard expansionist policy, at a time when "British

79Earl of Aberdeen to Wm. Richards and Timothy Haalilio,
June 15th, 1843, British Public Records Office, F. O. 58/18.
Aberdeen was responding to the commissioners' letter to him
of June 1st, 1843.

80Sy l ves ter Kirby Stevens, ~ cit., pg. 15-16.
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opinion was generally indifferent to or opposed to coloni-

zation overseas,.,Sl was the result of the recurring communi­

cations problem. It would have been ridiculous for Paulet to

write to London, or even to Admiral Thomas in Mexico, to

request advice --- a reply from the Foreign Office would have

required half a year at the very least to reach Honolulu. In

that time span, the conditions could have and undoubtedly would

have changed, so that the advice would then be dated and useless.

Paulet took the course of action which he deemed to be best under

the circumstances, and now Aberdeen was given the task of

satisfactorily rectifying matters.

Since France had a similar naval program (if anything, her's

was much more agressive), she was not particularly upset by the

news of the British occupation. She agreed, almost automati­

cally, to stand behind the British announcement of settling the

issues at question before restoring the Hawaiian flag. Aber­

deen's remarkable promptness in announcing that the Hawaiian

monarchy would be restored made harsh letters from the United

States and France unnecessary, and hence the negotiations were

much less strained.

The British Foreign Office, in the light of French activities

in the South Pacific, also decided that the restoration must be

preceded by protection for the Islands "to guard against the

possibility of their falling, at some later time, into the

possession of e1 ther France or the United States. Il 8'2 This was

81Gerrit P. Judd IV, ~ cit., pg. 114.

82Kuykendall, ~ cit., pg. 200.
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another move designed to prevent the creation of a potential

trouble-spot in the Pacific. Aberdeen wished assurances

before returning the Islands to Kamehameha III that the United

States and France would join Great Britain in recognizing the

independence of the monarchy and would pledge Uto leave those

islands entirely under their own government, and equally open

to all the world.,,83

The young representative of the king, James Marshall, and

Paulet's spokesman, Alexander Simpson, arrived in London with-

in one week of each other. They offered their versions of the

cession to the Foreign Office: Marshall presented the facts

as they have been detailed in this paper, while Simpson gave

the pro-Paulet distortion. Viscount Canning, acting on behalf

of the Earl of Aberdeen, informed Simpson:

After due deliberation it has been determined, without
raising the question of the propriety or otherwise of
the measures adopted by JOu ••• that you assumed the
off ice [of Acting ConsulLpy. yirtue of Afr •..Charl ton's
appointments, whiCh you considered valid, it is but
just that you should be admitted to the advantages
generally granted in similar cases. 8

Simpson was also informed that a Consul General was being sent

to Honolulu to arrange for an amicable settlement of all

grievances, and therefore his services were no longer required

by Her Majesty.

83 Ear1 of Aberdeen to Lord Cowley, July 31st., 1843,
British Public Records Office, F. O. 27/663.

84Viscount Canning to Alexander Simpson, August 9th.,
1843, British Public Records Office, F. O. 58/17.
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In the meantime, Simpson published a book encouraging

England to accept the Provisional Cession. He wrote numerous

letters to the Times in an effort to take his case directly

to the people, and engaged in a most unpleasant smear cam-

paign. Concerning the commissioners, for example, Simpson

wrote:

Mr. Richards had started from the Sandwich Islands,
possessed of powers to enter into such arrangements
as suited his prejudices, his intent, or his con­
science. In fact, he carried with him blank papers
bearing the signature of the "native princes." 85

and:

Haalilio's description of their reception by Lord
Aberdeen, and by Mons. Guizot, will, perhaps, convey
a good idea of the result of different negotiations,
and of the characters of those diplomatists. "When
we went to Lord Aberdeen, he was very grave and
angry looking; but he gave us what we wanted: When
we went to Monsieur Guizot he was very polite and
friendly, but would give us no satisfaction."86

Simpson's accusations do perhaps contain a grain of

truth: Richards, it is now thought, did carry signed blank

sheets, and Haalilio may well have made roughly the comment

attributed to him. To paraphrase Haalilio, and to present

his statement out of context, was highly unfair of Simpson.

A command of the facts surrounding the diplomatic negoti-

ations is necessary to properly understand Haalilio's remark.

Alexander Simpson's "one man" campaign was in vain. The

points at issue between the British and Hawaiian governments

were on the verge of settlement •

85Alexander Simpson, The Sandwich Islands, pg. 90.

86Ibid ., pg. 92.
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At first Aberdeen decided to have the difficulties

adjudicated in Honolulu by Charlton's replacement, General

William Miller. The envoys, however, believed this would

"be a dangerous arrangement; it would, besides, defeat one

of the important objects of their mission, since the king

expected them to dispose of all these matters while they were

in Europe, and it would remove any possibility of success in

their negotiations with France.,,87 The commissioners informed

the Foreign Secretary that it would be quite acceptable for

matters to be "finally decided either directly by Her Majesty's

Government, or by some persons here, to whom these differences

should be referred for settlement. nB8

Aberdeen himself agreed to promptly decide upon the various

issues, with the assistance of his staff and Crown legal advisers.

His decisions were conveyed to Richards and Haalilio in his

letter of September 12th, 1843, in which he stated that he had

"weighed every argument which has been addressed on either side

with the strictest impartiality, and with the sole desire of

arriving at a just conclusion. n89

His decisions favored the Hawaiian government almost

entirely. No final judgdment was made on Richard Charlton's

land claim, the actual lease being in Honolulu. Aberdeen also

87Kuykendall, ~ cit., pg. 222.

88
Haalilio, Richards, and Marshall to Aberdeen, August 1th,

1843, British Public Records Office, F. O. 58/18.

89
Aberdeen to Haalilio and Richards, September 12th, 1843,

British Public Records Office, F. O. 58/18.
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reiterated that British sUbjects resident in Hawaii must be

accorded "most favored nation" treatment by the government of

the Islands, and given fair and impartial trials.

Yet, in looking over the negotiations of 127 years ago,

one cannot help but wonder if England would have given the

Islands up had word of Paulet's occupation reached London

before the promise to recognize their independence was made.

Naturally, noone can offer a correct solution to this dilemma;

one can only make an educated guess based upon the facts as

they are viewed in retrospect. It does appear that Her

Majesty's Government would have kept the Hawaiian islands.

Had this been the case --- and, if there were telephone

or telegraph lines then, it would have been the case --­

Kuykendall would have printed a photograph of Lord George
if' hi$

Paulet instead of Kamehameha l1IAtome, and this would not

have been the forgotten chapter in Hawaiian history.

As Alexander Simpson lamented in the postscript of his

book:

Since writing the foregoing pages, I have observed
it announced in the Times that trmeasures have been
taken by the British Government, and adopted by
France and the United States, for placing the neu­
traility and independence of the Sandwich Islands
beyond the reach of intrigue or violence."

Trulyl Lord Aberdeen has achieved a triumph in
diplomacyl He has induced France and the United
States to sanction his giving away an important
British possession,90

90Alexander Simpson, The Sandwich Islands, pg. 123
(Postscript).
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Washington Negotiations:

"Not Quite What I want"

It is now necessary to backtrack to the arrival of

Richards and Haalilio in Washington on December 5th, 1842.

As previously discussed on page 45, the negotiations with

the United States for the recognition of Hawaii's indepen-

dence preceded Paulet's arrival at Honolulu by a couple of

months.

Daniel Webster, who was then the Secretary of state,

held his first personal interview with the Hawaiian commis-

sioners on December 7th, but was completely uninformed about

the Islands or the reasons behind the visit. He did promise

to have the previous correspondence on the matter re-read,

and agreed to hold a second interview in two days.

On the evening of December 9th, Webster suggested to

Richards that it would be advisable for the commissioners to

send a formal letter to the Secretary, to which he would

reply. The reason for this request was to delay the matter

as much as possible, for Webster clearly realized that a

treaty was not advisable since it would ensnare the United

States in a combustible situation. 91 "Caution" was Webster's

motto, which prompted Richards to cynically write in his

journal: " ••• the fact is that the great Daniel is looking

91 Cl yde Augustus Duniway, "Daniel Webster," The American
Secretaries of State and their Diplomacy, ed. Samuel Flagg
Bemis, (New York City, 1963), pg. 56. The preceding one
sentence.
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for popularity, and he will not do, nor fail to do anything

which can affect that without considerable reflection. u92

Richards wrote a lengthy letter chroniciling the achieve-

ments of the Hawaiian people, and he delivered it to the

Department of State on December 15th. Eight days later he

called again on Webster, who had " ••• evidently not read

our letter, --- [and WhO] ordered Mr. Hunter to prepare a

reply.,,93 Webster said nothing about an interview with

President Tyler, which prompted Richards to lament that

Webster was U ••• giving us the go by.u94

The threat of placing the Islands under the protection

95
of the English "if we could not get independence" was dis-

creetly presented by Richards to some of his influential

friends. The result was that on December 27th, "Mr. W~illiams1

inquired if we should like to calIon the President --~ I

answered 'ye5.,,,96 Richards and Haalilio met with Tyler and

his cabinet that day, and they again hinted about the possi-

bility of ceding the islands to Her Majesty.

Webster replied in writing to Richards and Haalilioj his

letter, while dated December 19th, was probably written on

December 29th as Richards acknowledges its receipt in his

journal on December 30th. Webster wrote:

92William Richards, Journals, December 26th, 1842, Archives
of Hawaii.

93 Ibid .,

94Ibid.

96Ibid .,

Friday, December 23rd, 1842.

95Ibid.

Tuesday, December 27th, 1842.
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The United States have regarded the existing author­
ities in the Sandwich Islands as a Government suited
to the conditions of the people and resting on their
own choice; and the President is of opinion that
the interests of all the commercial nations require
that this government should not be interfered with
by foreign powers.

[Tyler, Webster stated, wa~~ite willing to declare
as the sense of the Government of the United States
that the government of the Sandwich Islands ought to
be respected.

(But Tyler] does not see any present necessity for
the negotiation of a formal treaty, or the appoint­
ment or reception of diplomatic characters. A Consul
or Agent from this Government will continue to reside
in the Islands. 97

Richards, with regard to the treaty, wrote that Webster

"said it was a solemn thing --- it was not best to do too much

at once.,,98 Webster's correspondence "was officially commu-

nicated to the principal European powers, and its purport was

included in a message from the President asking Congress to

appropriate a special allowance for an American Commissioner

to reside in the islands. u99

Of the negotiations in washington, Alexander Simpson wrote

in his book The Sandwich Islands:-
• • • Mr. Richards made speed to Washington; and there
tendered a cession of the Islands to the President of
the United States [this Is false]. But the sagacious
politicians of the Union, at once, saw that England
would not permit such a glaring alienation of What,
really, appertained to her: and they deemed that so
long as the Islands were so ruled, that a citizen of

97Daniel Webster to Timoteo Haalllio and William Richards,
December 19th, 1842, Archives of Hawaii, F. O. and Ex ••

98William Richards, Journals, Thursday, December 29th, 1842.

99nuniway, 2.E.!. cit., pg. 56.
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thier own republic could put such powers into his
pocket, it was quite unnecessary to incur any risk
or expense in adding them to the territory of the
United States: the supposed constitutional objection
to holding colonies, would easily have been got over.

The President, however, in order to aid Richards in
his negotiations with England and France, used some
high-flown language, in his message to Congress,
regarding "the dissatisfaca'tion, on the part of the
United States, at any aifempt by another power,
should such attempt be threatened or feared, to take
possession of the Islands, colonize them, and sub­
vert the native government: tt this diss_~!i.sficati.on,
however, the President wisely confines in its result
to a "decided remonstrance againsf'the adoption of
such a policy.,,100

Richards, in contrast with Simpson, concluded simply:

"Not quite what I want, but others think it well.,,101 The

commissioners departed for Europe.

100Alexander Simpson, The Sandwich Islands, pp. 90-91.

101William Richards, Journals, Friday, December 30th,
1842.



-- 60 --

The United States Involvement after Paulet

After Tyler's message concerning the Sandwich Islands

(which was essentially a repetition of the correspondence

between Webster and the envoys) was delivered to Congress,

funds were appropriated for a new diplomatic agent with the

title of "Commissioner" to replace William Hooper, the Acting

Commercial Agent. George Brown was selected for this posi-

tion in March of 1843, and he promptly embarked on the long

and difficult voyage to Honolulu by way of Panama and Tahiti.

Brown travelled on board English vessels, and from Papeete he

reported to the Department of State that the Islands had been

seized by Paulet.

Since Brown did not arrive in Honolulu until October, his

performance as Commissioner is well outside the scope of this

report. It is somewhat amusing to note, however, in passing

that he lacked "tact, [the] most important of virtues in diplo­

macy.nl02

Meanwhile, William Hooper wrote to Webster on March 7th:

"The geographical situation of these Islands 1s such as to

render it highly desirable that they should be neutral and

their Ports accessible at all times, in Peace or War, by

vessels of every nation.,,103 Of Paulet, and his assertion that

102SylVester Kirby Stevens, .2E.!. cit., pg. 13.

103William Hooper to Daniel Webster, March 7th, 1843,
U. S. National Archives Microfilm Publication, Record Group
#59 (Department of State), Microcopy 144, reel 1.
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American residents could mercilessly place British sUbjects

in irons at will, Hooper stated:

The punishment of foreigners who have committed
crimes, by putting them in irons, has only occa­
sionally been resorted to --- to prevent offend­
ers from leaving the Fort.

• • • Lord Paulet Is a young man of whose intel­
lectual capacities very little can be said ••• 104

Concerning the new role of American citizens under the control

of the British Commission, Hooper informed the Secretary that

tI ••• they are not a little solicitous as to the national

character they shall have to assume in order to retain pos-

session of their Estates • • ,,105
• •

The news of the Paulet episode came as no great surprise

to Washington: they feared either a French or a British

seizure at any time. Since the Department of State had already

been notified by Aberdeen that England would respect the inde-

pendence of the Islands, Webster calmly and correctly assumed

that Paulet had acted without authority from London.

This belief was confirmed by Edward Everett, the U. S.

minister to Great Britain, in his letter to Hugh S. Legare

(who was temporarily the Secretary of State) dated June 1st,

1843: "Upon the whole, when I reflect how recently this

government is pledged to the United States, to France, and to

104Ibid. Cf Alexander Simpson, in The Sandwich Islands:
Kamehameha III was a man "of no great talent or energy •••
effete in body and irresolute in mind • • • his countenance
is dull and stupid, his manner shy and confused." pp. 68-69.

105Ibid.
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the Sandwich Islands themselves to recognize their indepen-

dence, I cannot doubt that the act of the commander of the

Carysfort will be readily disavowed. ul06

The Americans, especially Everett, considered enlisting

the assistance of the other maritime nations (viz., France

and Russia) in enforcing their demand that the monarchy in

Hawaii be restored. These steps, however, were never neces-

sary because of the prompt British assurance that Paulet's

actions were unauthorized.

H. S. Legare at this time wrote a letter to Everett

which hints at the American designs on the Hawaiian Islands:

Yet there is something so entirely peculiar in the
relations between this little commonwealth and our­
selves that we might even feel justified, con­
sistently with our own principles, in interfering
by force to prevent its falling into the18~nds of
one of the other great powers of Europe.

The American public responded to reports of the Paulet

action with the combination of "a bitter condemnation of

British imperialism with a shrewd calculation of the impor­

tance of Hawaii to the United states. ul0a In the states of

New England, which sent most of the American missionaries to

Hawaii and which was the shipping center of the country, the

reaction was the strongest. The residents were appalled on

106Edward Everett to H. L. Legare, Esq., June 1st., 1843,
U. S. National Archives Microfilm PUblications, (Department of
State), Microcopy 30, reel 46.

107Legare to Everett (number 46), June 13th., 1843, Sen.
Ex. DocS., 52nd Congress, 2nd Session, Number 57, pp. 7-8.

108sylvester Kirby Stevens, ~ cit., pg. 16.
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both religious and economic grounds. In Boston, for example,

a pUblic meeting adopted a resolution which asserted the right

of Hawaii40 independence "in view of the civilized competence

of their government.,,109

This resolution, and the other acts which expressed the

pUblic indignation, were academic: The Foreign Office had

already decided to restore Kamehameha III to his throne (al-

beit, this decision was undoubtedly a result of Aberdeen's

acute awareness of what the American course of action would

have been had Her Majesty decided to accept the provisional

cession).

Essentially, therefore, it can be concluded that the

direct role of the United States in restoring the monarchy

was Quite inconsequential. The threat of what the United

States might have done had the cession been accepted was

extremely important, but this was not the result of any

communication sent by Washington to London. Aberdeen pre­

dicted what the reaction would be, and he acted accordingly.

Kirby's statement that "American diplomacy had been

influential in securing a final satisfactory settlement of

the crisis,,110 is not absolutely correct. Actually, it was

the threat of what American diplomacy would ~ that helped

restore independence.
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The Surprise (and Happy) Ending

Independently of the negotiations in Washington, London,

and Paris, Admiral Thomas departed from Valparaiso for Hono-

lulu on board the flagship Dublin immediately after receiving

word of the cession from the Albert.

Laura Fish Judd recalled:

We had just arisen from family devotions one morning,
where we had been pleading for the prostrate nation,
in the hands of those who were crushing out its
vitality, and trampling in the dust its best interests,
when we were startled by the native cry of "sail hoi"
An immense man-of-war hove in sight, floating the flag
of an English rear-admiral of the white. What was his
errand? Had he brought relief, or had he come to
declare our bondage perpetual? We held our very
breath to await the answer.lll

Thomas declined, in the name of Queen Victoria, to accept

the provisional cession of the kingdom. The Admiral ordered a

Hawaiian flag be made on board the DUblin (Paulet had destroyed

all of the others) for the restoration ceremony.

Thomas did, however, obtain Kamehameha Ill's signature on

an agreement which guaranteed the rights of British subjects

on a "most favored nation" basis.

The best description of the restoration ceremony was

written, naturally, by Laura Judd:

It was on Saturday, July 31, a little more than five
months after the cession or seizure, that the marines
of the Dublin, Carysfort, and other English ships,
under their respective officers, were ordered to be
on the parade ground on the plain, in full uniform,

l11Laura Fish JUdd, ~ cit., pg. 96.
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at eight o'clock A.M., under Lieutenant Frere.
A pavilion was erected for the ladies. Foreign
residents of all classes, missionaries, and thou­
sands of natives assembled at an early hour.
Admiral Thomas preceded the king in the carriage
of the latter. When the king, on horseback,
arrived upon the ground, the admiral gave him a
salute of twenty-one guns from the field of ar­
tillery of the squadron. Lord George was not
present.

At a signal given, the English flag-officer
advanced toward the king, surrounded by his guards,
bowed his colors most gracefully, while the splen­
did Hawaiian standard was unfurled, and, as the
breeze caught its ample folds, displaying the dove
and olive branch in the center, the guns from the
Carysfort fired first, then the DUblin, and the
other English ships, followed by two American
ships-of-war. Each poured forth a salute of twen­
ty-one guns, which was responded to by the fort
and battery of old Punch Bowl. The roar and
reverberations were loud and long, and one would
think the royal slumberers in the adjacent tomb
might be startled in their long sleep. As the
cannons ceased, thousands of human voices mingled
in one patriotic cheer. Men and boys, black, white,
and red, shouted themselves hoarse, as the king
returned from the plain. The king and chiefs pro­
ceeded to the stone church, where, in the midst of
the great congregation, they gave thanks1t~ their
God for deliverance from a foreign yoke.

Admiral Thomas, in restoring independence, did not first

seek the advice of the Admiralty or of the Foreign Office.

He realized, "in the light of what he knew to be the policy

of the British government,,,113 that the cession was not

consistent with stated objectives of his government.

In can be seen, therefore, that the negotiations by the

maritime powers for the restoration were not particularly

112Laura Fish Judd, ~ cit., pp. 96-97.

113Kuykendall, ~~, pg. 221.
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important to the actual restoration. Since communications

were slow, Thomas accepted the responsibility and acted

promptly to return the Islands to the king. The negotiations

for Hawaii's independence, conducted by Richards and Haalilio

on behalf of Kamehameha Ill, were also not a factor in the

decision of Admiral Thomas: word of the recognition did not

arrive in Honolulu until after the Hawaiian flag had been

hoisted.

Of course, this does not imply that the negotiations were

not significant in the long run: they assured Hawaii's

relatively peaceful existence as a limited monarchy for many

more years.

TOday, at the site where Thomas gave the Islands back to

Kamehameha III, there is a beautiful park. Being nearly

centrally located in the modern city of Honolulu, it is

passed each day by thousands of people. Yet few, if any, of

these people are aware of the interesting chapter in the history

of their state which had its final pages written in what 1s

today called Thomas Square.



•
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Epilogue

"Where Have All the Flowers Gone?"

It is interesting, although not extremely important, to

note what happened to the principals in the foregoing drama:

Dr. JUdd, with his faithful and verbose wife Laura at his

side, continued to serve his adopted government in may capac--ities. His descendants today write glowing, though not par­

ticularly accurate, prose about his contributions to Hawaii,

to wit:

Despite prevaling British policy, it is likely that
Admiral Thomas would not have restored the kingdom's
independence if he had not found Hawaii's internal
affairs in order. Had Dr. Judd not been a skilled
administrator it is possible that Hawaii would still
be under the British flag. 114

Possible, perhaps, but not probable.

On November 28th, 1843, Aberdeen and the French Ambas­

sador to Great Britain signed a joint agreement in which they

promised "never to take possession, either directly, or under

the title of a protectorate,,115 of Hawaii. The United States

could not be cajoled into joining the declaration on the

feeble grounds that the agreement would have to be in the form

of a treaty, and hence would require Senate ratification, to

be binding. The United States also proudly claimed, illog­

ically, that its foreign policy was independent of foreign

114
Gerrit P. Judd IV, ~ cit., pg. 125.

115William Richards, Journals, December 10th, 1843,
Archives of Hawaii.
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powers.

Hawaii presented a Statement of Damages for the occu-

pation of the Islands, amounting to $31,926.61, to the

British Government. As Robert C. Wyllie informed Paulet in

his private communication dated November 13th, 1844, " •

the Earl of Aberdeen declined to entertain these charges,

• •

mainly upon the ground that the cession had not been forced

by your Lordship, but was a voluntary act of the King.,,116

Aberdeen cleverly contended that if Paulet had actually taken

possession of the Islands under force (i.e., if he had fired

on the city of Honolulu), then the claim would be acknowledged.

The British Government politely declined to condemn the actions

of either Paulet or Charlton.

Wyllie also informed the Lord:

I have not been able to get the remainder of your
laundry from Jack Hurry. From Skinner's account it
appears that he delivered all but 1 table cloth, 3
napkins, 2 shirts and one Boyls Frock. I promoted
a private enquiry before Judge Halai, but having no
authority from your Lordship to prosecute, and little
proof to adduce, I thought it best not to push matters
to a formal trial, which would have entailed some
expense and led to publicity. It appeared to me that
your Lordship would prefer to lose the clothes alto­
gether rather than have if; complaint recorded in
print in the Polynesian.

On March 22nd, 1846, the French vessel Virginie anchored

in Honolulu harbor, and her commander, Rear Admiral Hamelin,

116Robert C. Wyllie to Lord George Paulet, PRIVATE,
November 13th, 1844, Archives of Hawaii, F. O. and Ex.,
copled from British Consulate flIes. Cf page 36 of this
report.

117Ibid •



-- 69 --

brought identical treaties from England and France. The

latter treaty was to supersede the Laplace agreement. The

king signed both treaties, and Hamelin returned the kingdom's

$20,000.00 (refer to page 2 of this report), taken by Laplace,

in the original cases with the seals still unbroken.

Timothy Haalilio was never again to see the country for

whose independence he had fought so valiantly. After being

subjected to the unpleasant climate of England and the United

States, he died at sea on December 3rd, 1844.

William Richards, his fellow envoy, died after a very

impressive term as the monarchy's Minister of Public Instruct-

ion, on November 7th, 1847. Kuykendall said, "With his passing,

the Hawaiian people lost a faithful friend. fll18

Kamehameha III died before the hour of noon on December

15th, 1854, at the age of forty-one. The Reverend Samuel C.

Damon said of his reign:

Much of the gOOd Which has been accomplished, much of
the evil which has been prevented, and many of the
happy changes which have taken place, were doubtless
brought about through the soundness of his jUdgment
and the mildness of his character. The late sovereign
of the Hawaiian people was gifted by the God of nature
with many of those traits which qualify a person l~ be
a good rUler, in trying scenes and peaceful time. 9

The Carysfort, according to a letter from the Marquis of

Winchester (a descendant of Lord George) sent to the Archives

118Kuykendall, ~ cit., pg. 354.

l19Friend. XII, (1855), number 6, as quoted in Kuykendall,
~ cit., pg. 428.
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of Hawaii on March 28th, 1934, went down in the English Chan­

nel in a gale, with many of her crew lost at sea.

And, in conclusion, Lord George commanded the Bellerophon

at the storming of Sebastopol in the invasion of the Crimea:

" • • • he opened a violent cannonade against the Telegraph

Battery. He soon brought down havoc upon his own ship. Her

wheel was destroyed; and she was set on fire by a shell, but

Lord George continued to stand in • • • As the Bellerophon

swung to her anchor, she offered an occasion to the enemy;

and the enemy promptly seizing it, she was swept by a raking

fire.,,120 Need more be said?

120Alexander William Klnglake, The Invasion of ~
Crimea, Vol. III, (Edinburg, 1868), pg. 435.
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page 4 line 14

page 6 line 5

ADDENDUM

Hono1u1u~ July l4th~ 1970

Misspelling of uThouars" (not Paulet's error).

It is agreed that citing H.R. Hayes' The Kingdom of
Hawaii is tantamount to citing Collier's Encyclopedia.
However, Hayes t brief comments concerning the character
of Charlton and Paulet (refer also to footnote 42,
page 24) are interesting and worthy of inclusion,
prOVided they are accompanied by a disclaimer pointing
out that they are hardly definitive.

page 10 line 8 The petition mentioned here is referred to previously
on page 8, lines 3-5.

page 10 line 13 The quotation should be indented.

page 11 line 8 The quotation should be indented; both lines 8 and 17.
line 17

page 13 line 15

page 14 line 2

page 14 line 9

page 16 line 3

page 16 line 4

page 16 line 15

page 16
footnote 26

page 17 line 16

The superlative "undoubted1y ll is a bit too strong; it
should, therefore, be deleted and replaced with
uprobably.ll The seizure of property was a result of
the suit brought against Charlton by the Hudson's Bay
Company several weeks after his departure (see the
bottom of page 8).

Misspelling of ttimprisoning. II The Americans were quite
capable of interning other nationals arbitrarily,
especially with the assistance of Dr. Judd.

Charlton's charges are reflected by other authors,
particularly Alexander Simpson, enough so that it must
be assumed that they are not entirely false.

ttNaval warships" is redundant; the word "naval" should
therefore be deleted.

Misspelling of "Britain."

Misspelling of "Britain."

Musickts Hawaii is quite dated (pUblished in 1897) and
hardly a scholarly piece, but the metaphor employing
Noah's dove was so wonderfully quaint that the desire
to include it was irresistible.

"Were with their" is awkward; the phrase should be
deleted and replaced with "had."



page 18 line 2 Misspelling of lIBritain.1I

page 22 line 8 "Kekuanaoa. ll Paulet, however, in his letter (the
original is in the Archives of Hawaii, F.O & Ex. ,
British Commission Documents, February 11th, 1843),
uses the "Kekouanaoall spelling.

page 25 line 21 Misspelling of ltprejudices. n

page 30 line 28 Misspelling of 'IKekauluohi. tl Also note that the
f/title of Premierll is loosely applied for want of

a better translation.

page 31 line 8 It can safely be said that Kamehameha III possessed
and "imperfece' knowledge of the English tounge.
If he were totally familiar with the language, he
certainly would not have written all of his corre­
spondence to Paulet in Hawaiian, nor would Dr. Judd
have had the responsibility of translating all of
these letters in the capacity of "Recorder and
Translator for the Government." I asked at the
Archives of Hawaii if there was anything written
concerning Kamehameha Ill's English fluency, only
to discover this one additional shred of evidence:
Herman Melville, the American author, was in Hawaii
during the seizure. In his appendix to Typee (1846),
he called Kamehameha III "the imbecile king,1I (As
quoted in Francis Steegmuller, The TWo Lives of
James Jackson Jarves, Yale' University Press, New
Haven, 1951, p. 67-68n.) and was surprised at the
American indignation over Paulett s actions. I also
spoke with Mr. John Dominis Holt, a descendant of
Lord Paulet, who said he believed Kamehameha III to
be quite ambivalent: adhering to the old Hawaiian
traditions on the one hand, yet striving for sop­
histication and knowledge on the other. Mr. Holt
shared my opinion that Kamehameha only desired
shallow involvement in affairs of State. since he
did not fully comprehend international diplomacy.
This lack of comprehension, we agreed, was not due
to stupidity but rather was a result of the lazy
Polynesian life style to which he was accustomed.

page 31 line 16 The documents described here were those for the
proposed placement of the Islands under the joint
protection of France and the United States.

page 31 line 21 Misspelling of "Britain. II

page 32 line 6 The contraction "Kam" 1s improper; it should be
replaced with "Kamehameha III."

page 33 line 30 Alexander Simpson misspelled Kekuanaoa; therefore,
a "sic" should be inaerted.



page 34 line 1 "Basis in fact" should be deleted and replaced with
"evidence."

page 34 line 20 "Consummated ll was mis.pelled by Paty; a II s ic ll should
be added. (In fairness, however, it should be noted
that Paty may not have misspelled the word---it may
simply be a problem in reading his handwriting.)

page 36 line 4 IlRemain solvent U should be deleted and replaced with
"retain her integrity. II

page 37 line 8 In response to the inqui ry, "Who was Duncan Forbes
Mackay? ,IT I was only able to discover that he was
"A gentleman passing through the islands from Sydney."
(Hawaiian Almanac and Annual for 1893 t Thomas G. Thrum,
Compiler and Publisher, Press Publishing Company,
Honolulu, 1892. Page 52n.) A letter was sent to him
in Sydney by Dr. Judd on May 16, 1844 (contained in
F.O. and Ex., Archives of Hawaii ), but it offers no
further clues as to Mackay's identity. The letter
merely states the outcome of cases pending before the
Commission at the time of Mackay's resignation.

page 38 line 8 Typing error: "fale" should have been "false. 1I

page 44 line 1 IIAb011shment" should be deleted and replaced with
lIabolition."

page 44 line 12 Misspelling of "aggravated. II

page 44 line 13 "Kam" should be replaced with "Kamehameha. II

page 45 line 12 "This" should be replaced with lithe."

page 45 line 20 The sentence "They were painfully aware ••• independence. II

was based on facts set forth in Kuykendall. page 196.
It should be footnoted.

page 47 line 1 The quotation should be indented.

page 47 line 14 The quotation should be indented.

page 47 line 15 '!be line should be indented; urelevant" is misspelled.

•

page 47 line 17 The application of a fairly complex legal concept (lex
forum) is weak at this point. The Hawaiian courts were
so unsophisticated that courts in the so-called " c ivilized
countriesU tended to ignore their existence and deal
with matters which would otherwise be out of their geo­
graphical jurisdiction. The condition of Hawaii's
courts is detailed by Gavan Daws 1n Shoal of Time (A
History of the Hawaiian Islands). The Macmillan Company,
New York City. 1968. Pg. 109-110 •



page 50 line 2

page 50 line 17

page 51 line 12

page 51 line 13

page 52 line 8

page 53 line 1

page 53 line 4

Typographical error: "og" should be "of."

"Queer" only when compared with today's naval policy.
Given the conditions that then existed. the policy
was certainly not "queer," but rather it was the
only workable policy.

"Her's" should be "hers."

Misspelling of "aggressive. 1I

Marshall arrived in London on June 30th. 1843;
Alexander Simpson arrived one week earlier
(Kuykendall. page 22l)~ Marshall's letters to the
Foreign Office are contained in BPRO. FO 58/18 and
span July. 1843; Alexander Simpson's letters to
the Foreign Office also span the month of July, and
are contained in F.O. 58/17.

Alexander Simpson's book was published in August,
1843, although written primarily during the previous
month and while enroute from Honolulu to London.

Simpson's capaign can certainly be called a "smear"
campaign, since he engaged in vicious name-calling,
and was eapeclally abusive when writing about
Kamehameha III and Dr. Judd.

•

page 55 line 8 This entire line should be deleted, and replaced with,
IINaturally, no One can positively predict what would
have then happened; It •

page 55 lines Delete this entire paragraph.
12-16

page 57 line 3 "Chroniciling" should be replaced with "describing...

page 59 line 1 Typographical error: "rhier"should be "their."

page 61 line 21 "His letter" should be "a letter."

page 63 line 22 IIWould belt should be replaced with "probably might be."

page 66 line 5 "Also" should be deleted.

page 67 line 8 Misspelling of "prevailing."

page 67 line 20 Upon re-examination, I must concede that the Senate
ratification argument was not "feeble;1I on the contrary,
it was quite sturdy. The United States did wish to
avoid entangling alliances. especially when they con­
cerned the speck of earth called Hawaii. The word
n feeble." therefore. should be removed, but I believe
it should be replaced with the adjective "convenient."



page 68 line 14
-15

page 69 line 12

page 69 line 17

page 70 line 1

UThe Lord" should be replaced with "his Lordship,"
and the following quotation should be indented.

"Kuykendall said" should be "Kuykendall wrote. 1I

The quotation should be indented.

The date the Carysfort sunk appears to be unobtainable
locally. A letter to the Admiralty in London would
produce results, but would require more time.
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